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COMMUNISM IN THE MIDSOUTH 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1957 


Untrep States SENATE, 
Suscommittee To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OTHER INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Memphis, T enn. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:45 a. m., in the 
Federal court room, Federal Building, Senator William E. Jenner, 
presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; J. G. Sourwine, associ- 
ate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director; and Frank 
Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to order. 

In the course of fulfilling its obligation of informing the United 
States Senate concerning the extent of the Communist conspiracy in 
our country, the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate finds 
that it must hold hearings throughout the United States. 

The subcommittee is doing this in order to determine, on a geograph- 
ical basis, the extent to which Communists may have penetrated par- 
ticular areas of our Nation. 


Last year, the subcommittee held hearings in New Orleans and in 
Honolulu. 


This year, the cities of Philadelphia and Memphis were selected by 
the subcommittee. 

The basic responsibility of this subcommittee is to produce facts 
upon which sound legislative judgments may be based. 

In the field of internal-security legislation, this requires that the sub- 
committee seek to determine, in as much detail as possible, the nature 
and extent of Communist activity. In these hearings, we shall seek 
information about Communist activity regionally, with respect to 
the infiltration of particular organizations, and in this area, as it forms 
a broader pattern of Communist activity generally. 

Every witness who has been summoned to these hearings has been 
called because the subcommittee hopes to secure information about 
the Communist conspiracy that will help the subcommittee in per- 
forming its task of making legislative recommendations to the full 
Committee on the Judiciary, and through that committee, to the 
United States Senate. 

Legislative recommendations which the subcommittee must make 
include whether there should be changes in the Internal Security Act, 
the Smith Act, as well as whether new laws are needed, and the shape 
such laws should take. 


1 
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Now, at this opening hearing, we will ask that the first witness be 
called. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the first witness this morning is being called 
because one of the things under consideration by the subcommittee is 
the problem posed by the Supreme Cout decisions of the last 2 years. 

As you know, Senator, there have been 17 or 18 Supreme Court 
decisions, the effect of which has been to declare as unconstitutional 
the legislation of various States, municipalities and the United 
States Government. 

The case of Pennsylvania against Steve Nelson is such a decision, 
and one of the things, Senator, that the subcommittee is considering 
is the need of new legislation to repair what has been described, by 
Senators of the United States, as considerable damage, and in line 
with analyzing this particular aspect of this series of Supreme Court 
decisions, Senator, we have asked Attorney General Jo M. Ferguson, 
the attorney general of the State of Kentucky, to testify here this 
morning. 

Senator Jenner. Is Mr. Ferguson present? 

Mr. Frercuson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Will you come forward, Mr. Ferguson. Mr. Fer- 
guson, will you be sworn to testify ? 

Do you swear the testimony you give in this hearing will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fereuson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JO M. FERGUSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 
STATE OF KENTUCKY 


Senator Jenner. Will you give the committee your full name? 

Mr. Fercuson. My name is Jo M. Ferguson. 

Senator Jenner. Where do you reside, Mr. Ferguson? 

Mr. Frrocuson. I reside at Frankfort, Ky.; I am ‘the attorney gen- 
eral of Kentucky. 

Senator Jenner. You are the present attorney general of the State 
of Kentucky ? 

Mr. Fercuson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Morris, you may question the witness. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been the attorney general of the 
State of Kentucky ? 

Mr. Fercuson. About a year and a half. 

Mr. Morris. Does the State of Kentucky have on its books laws 
regulating sedition and conspiracy against the United States Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr. Fercuson. That is true, sir. 

Mr. Morris. What laws are there now in effect, General Ferguson? 

Mr. Fereuson. They are known as Kentucky Revised Statutes 
432.020, 030, and 040, and they are directed against the advocacy of 
sedition and criminal syndicalism. 

Mr. Morris. Have the Supreme Court rulings affected any of this 
Kentucky legislation ? 

Mr. Fercuson. They have very gravely affected that legislation, 
and have very probably rendered it inoperativ e. 

Mr. Morris. Specifically, or in a decision handed down in another 
case ? 
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Mr. Fereuson. In a decision handed down in another case. 

Mr. Morris. What case is that? 

Mr. Fereuson. This Steve Nelson case, Pennsylvania against 
Nelson. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony, General Ferguson, that the case 
of Pennsylvania against Steve Nelson has affected the laws of the 
State of Kentucky ? 

Mr. Frreuson. Our court of appeals, which is our highest court, 
determined that the Steve Nelson case had rendered these statutes 
at least partially ineffective, and they reached that determination in 
the case of Braden against Commonwealth. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have a prepared statement with you this 
morning ¢ 

Mr. Frercuson. Yes, sir, I do. 

Senator Jenner. You may proceed with your statement. 

Mr. Fercuson. Thank you, Senator Jenner, and gentlemen. I am 
grateful for this opportunity to appear before this committee in 
furtherance of its study of possible legislation to restore a reasonable 
balance of power between the State and Federal Governments in the 
field of subversive or seditious activities. I am interested in this 
field not only as a prosecuting officer attempting to secure the enforce- 
ment of his State’s criminal statutes, but as an official of a State gov- 
ernment which finds its ability to protect its own existence to be 
weakened by the implications of the recent Supreme Court decision 
in the case of Pennsylwania v. Nelson. 

My State of Kentucky was peculiarly interested in the decision 
because its highest court had under consideration a case involving 
its sedition statute at the very moment the Supreme Court opinion 
was handed down. One Carl Braden, of the city of Louisville, had 
been indicted along with 5 other individuals for the advocacy of 
criminal sedition and had been convicted and sentenced to imprison- 
ment for 15 years for that offense. The indictments of the other indi- 
viduals were still pending. The conviction of Braden was necessarily 
reversed as a result of Pennsylvania v. Nelson. That is Braden v. 
Commonwealth (Ky., 291 S. W. 2d 848). Eventually the indict- 
ments of the other individuals were dismissed for the same reason. 

Kentucky is a rural State containing only one large city and popu- 
lated by an unusually homogeneous group of people. Normally one 
would expect to find a few instances of seditious activity in a popu- 
lation of this nature. The evidence developed in the prosecution 
of Braden, however, clearly indicated considerable activity in Louis- 
ville, Paducah, and other areas of the State, which activity was not 
confined to mere theoretical advocacy of any unusual social doctrine 
or economic theory, but clearly extended to the promotion of violent 
activities and aimed at riot and insurrection. The details of this 
evidence can be more clearly given by the Commonwealth’s attorney 
who prosecuted the case in the trial court, Mr. Scott Hamilton, who 
is here today. It is sufficient for me to say that, in my opinion, the 
State of Kentucky could not fail to attempt to defend itself and its 
people from the type of criminal activity denounced by its sedition 
statute, which activity had so clearly been engaged in by Braden and 
his cohorts. 

The conviction of Carl Braden did not represent any attempt on 
the part of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to suppress philosophical 
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thought, however eccentric. It did not attempt even to inhibit the 
advocacy of any social or economic change so long as that advocacy 
was confined to peaceful and constitutional means. The prosecution 
of Braden was aimed at his advocacy of criminal sedition, which is 
defined as the advocacy of change or modification of 

the Government, Constitution or laws of the United States or of this State by 
force or violence or by any unlawful means * * * 

Kentucky possessed an early interest in sedition laws. The famous 
Kentucky Resolutions of 1798 were once almost as well known to the 
American schoolchild as the Declaration of Independence. Those 
resolutions, which were prepared by Thomas Jefferson, and introduced 
in the Kentucky Legislature by John Breckinridge, afterwards Attor- 
ney General of the United States, denounced the Federal sedition law 
of that day on the exact ground that such matters were reserved to 
State punishment, and were beyond the control of the Federal Govern- 
ment. The position taken by the majority in Pennsylvania v. Nelson 
is exactly contrary to the position of Thomas Jefferson in the Kentucky 
Resolutions. In his letter of December 11, 1821, to Mr. John Cable 
Breckinridge, Mr. Jefferson made a comment which is perhaps not 
inappropriate to the present situation : 

I fear, dear sir, we are now in such another crisis, with this difference only, 
that the judiciary branch is alone and single-handed in the present assaults on 
the Constitution * * *. 

Perhaps it was the memory of Kentucky’s position in an earlier 
day. which led the Kentucky Justice, Mr. Justice Reed, to write the 
dissent in the Nelson case which so clearly points out the fallacies 
contained in the majority opinion. I think it is particularly apparent 
from Justice Reed’s opinion that the majority had no basis for the 
statement that the exercise of State powers in this field would inter- 
fere with the operation of the Federal statute in any way. The 
Department of Justice has asked that State powers be preserved in 
this field, and the FBI has made it plain that State assistance is 
desired by that organization. Indeed, Kentucky’s own experience in 
the Braden case revealed the closest cooperation between the FBI and 
the State authorities. I think that I can say without reservation that 
the FBI was as much interested in the prosecution of Braden as the 
State authorities themselves. 

I would like to point out the interest of the National Association of 
Attorneys Genera] in this matter by filing herewith Resolution No. 
12 of the 51st annual meeting of the national association on the subject 
of Internal Security. 

Senator Jenner. It will be so filed and incorporated as a part of 
the official record of this committee. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL, 51ST 
ANNUAL MEETING, 1957 


INTERNAL SECURITY * 


Be it resolved by the 51st annual meeting of the National Association of Attor- 
neys General, at Sun Valley, Idaho, June 26, 1957, That the president of this 


2 Adopted by vote of 31 to 10. In favor: Alabama, Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, Alaska. ty od California, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, hode Island, Washington. 
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association is authorized to appoint a committee on internal security, such com- 
mittee to be instructed to confer immediately with interested Federal agencies 
and other national groups, including the American Bar Association, with a view 
to preparation of legislation, for introduction at the current session of Congress, 


designed to reaffirm and reactivate Federal and State internal security con- 
trols ; and be it further 


Resolved, That the committee shall present its recommendations to the execu- 
tive committee of this association, and with the approval and authority of the 
executive committee, the committee on internal security is authorized to appear 
before the Congress in support of its recommendations. 

Mr. Morris. I might also state that the attorney general of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as well as of the State of New 
Hampshire, have both testified before the Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee on this particular subject, and both have stated that the Su- 
preme Court decision in the case of Pennsylvania v. Nelson has created 
a void with respect to internal security, so far as their States are 
concerned. 

Now, General Ferguson, have you finished your statement ? 

Mr. Fereuson. That is my prepared statement. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is it the position of your own court of appeals 
that your own particular sedition laws, because of something partic- 
ular about them, has been invalidated, or is the situation such that 
the whole area is one that is being denied to the States by the Supreme 
Court ? 

Mr. Frereuson. The position of the court of appeals, as I understand 
it, is that there is a possibility under the majority opinion of the 
Supreme Court that a certain small area remains, so, therefore, I 
would not say that the statutes were completely invalidated, but they 
are invalidated in practice because of the inability of the prosecution 
to separate the sedition against the Federal Government from the 
sedition against the State government. 

Mr. Morris. And the other aspect of that question was, General 
Ferguson, was it something peculiar about the particular Kentucky 
law against sedition that caused its invalidation ? 

Mr. Frereuson. No. 

Mr. Morris. Or was it the general area, that a State shouldn’t be 
engaged in any such legislation ? 

Mr. Fercuson. We feel it is the general area, which the Supreme 
Court majority opinion has held to be Federal, exclusively. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could develop that for us. In other 
words, what we are trying to determine, General Ferguson, is this: 
Has the effect of the Supreme Court decision been that it is almost 
impossible for States now to proceed and pass legislation in this gen- 
eral area that will survive recent Supreme Court decisions? 

Mr. Frrevson. Yes, that is true, as a general statement. 

Mr. Morris. Is it that, or is it something imperfect about the exist- 
ing legislation now ? 

Mr. Frrevson. No, it is not the State legislation which is imperfect, 
I think; I think that the Supreme Court has made it impossible to 
have any effective State legislation on the subject. 

Mr. Morris. Now, General Ferguson, generally do you find there is 
anything now that you can do about it? 

Mr. Frrcuson. I feel that I cannot, or that the State cannot. 

Mr. Morris. That the State of Kentucky cannot? 

Mr. Fereuson. That is right. 

98272—57——2 
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Mr. Morris. Now, is the Communist organization today in Ken- 
tucky of such a nature that it would require legislation on the part of 
the State in order to keep it within bounds? 

Mr. Frercuson. There is undoubtedly Communist activity in Ken- 
tucky, which Mr. Hamilton can tell you more about than I can, because 
of his close familiarity with this particular case, and with the develop- 
ments which the eileen brought out. 

I know that it is the desire of the local FBI men in our State, that 
our State organizations assist in the control of these activities. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, I think it is the contention of the majority 
in the Supreme Court, that Congress intended that this general area 
should be preempted by the Federal Government by way of trying to 
solve it and pass remedial legislation against it. Do you find that that 
is the case; do you think it is necessary for Kentucky to have 
legislation ? 

Mr. Frrauson. We feel that it would be desirable to have legisla- 
tion which would restore to our State the power to control activities 
in this field, at least coordinately with the Federal Government. 

Senator Jenner. Any further questions; Mr. Sourwine? 

Mr. Sourwine. No further questions. 

Mr. Frercuson. Senator, if I might say one more thing; our position 
in Kentucky is that the dissent of Mr. Justice Reed, in which two other 
Justices joined, is the correct statement of the law, and we have the 
name here of a 1953 decision in which we feel that the minority decision 
is correct, and my office agrees entirely with everything Mr. Justice 
Reed said in his dissenting opinion. 

Mr. Reed pointed out that all of the later pronouncements of the 
Federal Government on that subject show that the Federal Govern- 
ment desires the assistance of the State in the field, and I think Mr. 
Reed also points out very vigorously in his dissent that there is every 
indication that the Congress did not intend by the Smith Act to 
occupy this field exclusively. 

Senator Jenner. If there are no further questions, the committee 
wishes to thank you for coming here from Kentucky and giving us the 
benefit of your views; it is very important. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Frercuson. Thank you. 

(Witness excused. 

Senator Jenner. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. A. Scott Hamilton, the attorney general of Jeffer- 
son County, Louisville, Ky. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Hamilton, will you be sworn? 

Mr. Haminton. Yes, sir. 

Senator Junner. Do you swear the testimony you give in this 


hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 


Mr. Hamixron. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF A. SCOTT HAMILTON, COMMONWEALTH ATTORNEY, 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Senator Jenner. Will you give the committee your full name? 
Mr. Hamiuron. A. Scott Hamilton. 

Senator Jenner. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Hamiuron. 254 St. Matthews Avenue, Louisville, Ky. 
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Senator JENNER. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Hamiuron. I am the commonwealth attorney at Louisville, the 
30th judicial district of Kentucky. 

Senator Jenner. Proceed with the questioning of Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hamilton, I think you are acquainted with the 
interest of the subcommittee as has been previously stated here today ? 

Mr. Hamitton. I am. 

Mr. Morris. With respect to the possibility that a legislative void 
may exist as far as the internal security of the United States is con- 
cerned; I wonder if you could tell us whether or not the decision of 
Pennsylvania v. Nelson has created a legislative vacum here that 
should come to the attention of the Internal Security Subcommittee 
of the United States? 

Mr. Hamitton. Yes, sir, to answer your question, your first ques- 
tion, that is right, I would say absolutely it has, and actually the 
case of the Commonwealth v. Braden demonstrates that. 

In that case, the opinion turns strictly upon the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the Nelson case. 

Now, if I can elaborate a little while, I would like to do it. 

Senator Jenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Haminton. I have made some notes; it has been about 3 years 
now since we tried this Braden case in Louisville. 

Mr. Morris. When was the Braden case tried ? 

Mr. Hamitron. In November 1954, and I have made some notes 
within the last few days to refresh my memory and to try to give you 
gentlemen some insight into the local problems presented in cases of 
that nature. 

At the outset, however, I want to point out that the United States 
Congress, the FBI, many State agencies, and last, but certainly not 
least, the Supreme Court itself, have found and stated tinat the Com- 
munist Party in this country is a part of international communism, 
or to be more specific, is an arm of Russian communism, and actually 
is subservient to the Soviet Party. 

Many undercover agents and former Communists who have left the 
party have attested to this fact. Actually, some of these witnesses so 
testified in the Braden case. Some were ‘actually sent to the Lenin 
School in Moscow to be trained in Communist methods, after which 
training they returned to this country to teach and to put into effect 
Russian Communist tactics and strategy in the United States. 

The agencies above mentioned and the witnesses have said that their 
methods of operation are the same throughout the world. 

One of their primary methods of operation is to divide and con- 
quer, or to use the language of Communist writers, to stir up trouble 
among their victims so that they might be taken over. 

Now, to demonstrate this, I want to refer to the following exhibit 
filed in the Braden case, and I might say that if I had the exhibits 
ar ze would take a truck to haul them to Memphis from Frank- 

ort, Ky. 

Nevertheless, in the Commonwealth exhibit No. 9, which was seized 
at Braden’s residence, and I might say that among these books and 
that sort of thing, we found several copies of the same books which 
would indicate that they were being circulated, passed around and 
so on, but anyway, included in volume 20 of the Little Lenin Library, 
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there is one entitled “Left Wing Communism and Infantile Disorder,” 
that was written by Lenin. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hamilton, may I break in here? 

Mr. Hamiton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Was there direct evidence in the course of this trial 
that Carl Braden actually was a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hamtuton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And these are some of the books that were found ? 

Mr. Haminton. Right. 

Mr. Morris. In his possession ? 

Mr. Hamitron. Right, you are right. _ 

Mr. Morris. And they were brought to light during the course of 
the trial? : 

Mr. Hamiuron. Yes, sir; this book is described on its flyleaf as “a 
popular essay in Marxian strategy and tactics. 

n page 80 of that book, we have the following: 

We do not and cannot know which spark—of the innumerable sparks that are 
flying around in all countries as a result of the economic and political world 
crisis—will kindle the conflagration, in the sense of specially arousing the 
masses and we must, therefore, with the aid of our new, Communist principles, set 
to work to “stir up” all and sundry, even the oldest, mustiest, and seemingly 
hopeless spheres, for otherwise we shall not be able to cope with our tasks, we 
shall not be all round, we shall not muster all arms and we shall not be pre- 
pared either for victory over the bourgeoisie (which arranged all sides of social 
life—and has now disarranged them in its bourgois way) or for the impending 
Communist reorganization of the whole of social life after the victory. 

In this same book, speaking of the desire for Communist activities 
in labor unions, as an example, we have this; Lenin made this state- 
ment: 


We must be able to withstand all this, speaking of pressures to keep Com- 
munists out of unions, to agree to any sacrifice, and even—if need be—to 
resort to all sorts of stratagems, artifices, illegal methods, to evasions and subter- 
fuges, only so as to get into the trade unions, remain in them, and to carry on 
Communist work within them at all costs. 

I think it should be observed from the foregoing that Lenin knew 
and realized that the unions wanted no part of Communists or com- 
munism. They are just as loyal to America as we are; yet the Com- 
munists were determined to infiltrate labor unions, bar associations, 
and even, as I will cite here in a few minutes, as was done in Louisville, 
a simple thing such as parent-teachers associations. 

Now, to get back to the Braden case for 1 minute, it was an out- 
growth of the prearranged purchase by Braden of a house in a white 
neighborhood, if you want to call it that, and a day or two later he 
transfered it to a Negro. Then, 6 or 8 weeks after that date, the house 
was blown up. 

Now, in Braden’s material, Communist material that was seized 
at his home, and this has been cited in evidence in the Kentucky case, 
we found this letter with a newspaper clipping and it pertains to the 
dynamiting of a Negro store at Manchester, Ky. Now, this letter was 
written by a Communist at Lexington, Ky., at least, he lived at Lexing- 
ton, to Carl Braden at Louisville, and attached to the back of that 
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letter was a newspaper clipping relative to the explosion, and then a 
written longhand note, and here is the clipping : 

Manchester, Ky., July 5— 
and as I recall, we found that to be July 1953— 

A small store building near the southern city limits of Manchester was de- 
stroyed by a dynamite blast at 2 a. m. today. 

Walter Pennington, 55-year-old Negro owner of the store, estimated his loss 
at $5,000 and said windows in his home, located next door to the store, were 
blasted out. Pennington, his wife and 2 children escaped injury. Detective 
Walter Woods is investigating. 

Now, here is what was written in longhand beside the clipping, and 
I have photostats of these with me. 


Request protest resolutions and letters, etc.—called to attention of Negro, 
labor, etc. organizations. (I was maybe 20 miles away.) Part of a pattern of 
violence against both unions and Negroes and friends. 

Now, I submit to you gentlemen or anybody else that is interested, 
why would it have been of any interest to Braden or anybody else that 
the man was 20 miles away when the explosion went off, unless he 
had something to do with it. That is the line of that letter. Now, 
that is 

Mr. Morris. Are you making the point, Mr. Hamilton, that maybe 
the Communists themselves are responsible for that ? 

Mr. Hamiuron. That is the construction we put on it; yes, sir. 
Now, that is exhibit 88 in the case of Commonwealth v. Braden, and 
it demonstrates that you have local problems and local infractions of 
the law growing out of their tactics. So if we in Louisville or Mem- 
phis or whatnot, if we have our hands tied, how can we expect to go 
out and call on the FBI or the United States attorney to prosecute 
these crimes ? 

Now, as an example, we wanted to prosecute 1 of the men at least, 
or 2 of them for blowing up this house in Louisville and the circuit 
court, after the Nelson case, ruled that we could not show the Commu- 
nist end of this thing as the motive. Well, any lawyer knows, I am 
sure you all know if you can’t show the motive for the crime, 99 times 
out of 100, you are not going to be able very well to prove a crime. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Hamilton, was it the thinking of the State 
in the Braden case that the damage there, too, was caused by Com- 
munists ¢ 

Mr. Hamiuron. Right, and I have an affidavit that I will refer to 
in a few minutes that I think will demonstrate that, coupled with the 
physical facts of what happened. 

Now, also, exhibit 51—F, that is filed in the Braden case, is very 
significant to us who prosecuted this case, and this is a letter addressed 
to Carl Braden from the Federated Press, a Communist press organi- 
zation and it is as follows, and it is dated January 27, 1950. . 





Dear Cari: Your wife’s story on the eviction of the Negro families was a 
beaut. If it doesn’t sound too ghoulish, I’d say we would like more stories like 
that. It is part of newspaper work, I suppose, to say “what a terrific story” 
when news comes in of workers being forced out on strike or getting their heads 
knocked off by police, or being thrown out of their homes, only later to react as 
a human being to the suffering involved. FP has been full of good stories like 
that recently, and it looks like there will be plenty more coming. 
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Is there any possibility of your getting us some field stories on the mine 
strike? We haven’t had any rank-and-file stories on the strike because our 
Pittsburgh correspondent, who works on one of the big dailies there, has been 
sending us nothing but anti-Lewis stories. Result: We had overall stories on 
the walkout, but nothing indicating the real sentiments of the strikers. 

We carried your story on restrictive covenants and are forwarding your note 
to our Washington bureau for a followup. 

Regards, 


(Signed) Mrrram. 


Now, I say to anybody, if they think it is a good story because some 
oliceman goes out and beats somebody’s head off, or people lose jobs, 
don’t follow it. 

Now, we found also in Braden’s possession, and in the possession 
of others of these people, many copies of a magazine called Political 
Affairs, and as you know, that is a magazine designated on the mast- 
head as a magazine dedicated to Marxism and Leninism. 

Mr. Morris. It is the theoretical journal of the party ? 

Mr. Hamiiton. That is right. Now, they carry articles telling the 
Communists what to do about lecturing people and how to agitate 
and so forth, but as an example, they recommend the infiltration of 
all sorts of organizations, including, as I stated a while ago, such 
everyday things as the parent-teachers association. 

I want to refer to the following, and I will show you where they 
even tried to do that in Louisville. In the Political Affairs, Febru- 
ary 1951 issue, the following appears on page 38, and it was taken 
from a speech of Gus Hall, who was then the national secretary of 
the Communist Party, and here is what he said: 


More, the shop club must concern itself with mass agitation and propaganda 
which will be brought to workers not only in personal conversations, not only 
through leaflets, but also through shop papers edited by the clubs, with the 
necessary guidance of the leading committees of the party. 

In addition, the shop clubs must become organizations whose members are 
concerned not only with answering the immediate political questions—important 
as this is—but at the same time should undertake to deepen their own theo- 
retical knowledge through reading the Daily Worker, Political Affairs, and the 
classics of our movement. * * * 

* * * Giving emphasis to the primary role of the shop club, does not imply 
that our community clubs are not of importance. The community club assumes 
greater importance than ever. Is it not the community club, through its work 
in PTA, civil, fraternal, church, social, women’s and youth organizations, as 
well as apartment houses, among the various national groups and in Negro 
communities, that is helping to bring this about? 


He went on, he made this statement in speaking of achieving work- 
ing class hegemony over nonproletarian forces. He went on and 
made this statement, and this just demonstrates to me at least that 
they want to agitate. 

In addition, we have to develop a political checkup which will include defi- 
nite assistance to the individual in his work. Political checkup means not 
only checking whether this or that leaflet was distributed—important as that 
is—or whether an individual attended a meeting of a particular mass organ- 
ization. But it must include checking how the individual Communist answers 
questions that agitate masses. 

Now, to demonstrate that this was applied in Louisville, I want to 
refer to a letter and it is quoted in full in volume 8 of the transcript 
of evidence in the Braden case at Louisville, and it is dated May 15, 
1950, and it was written by Carl Braden, and I will read it in its 
entirety. There are 1 or 2 paragraphs of particular importance. 
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It is addressed to “Dear Bill,” and we identified him as being a man 
named Nightingale in West Virginia, as I recall. 


I have enclosed a proof of page 2 of the next edition of the FE CUB. En- 
circled is a story which Bud James has been instrumental in killing because he 
is afraid that it will have a bad effect in the shop! 

There has been quite a battle over this particular issue for more than 2 
months. It started when the women’s chapter adopted the resolution because 
it had the courage to act and the intelligence to see how important it is to 
fight for peace. 

James L. Wright, editor of the CUB, wrote a short piece about the women’s 
action. It stressed opposition to the H-bomb. Now it seems that a couple of 
ACTU stooges in the plant have been talking about the H-bomb. So Bud scared 
the daylights out of Sterling Neal and a couple of others among the leadership. 

He told them they would be spotted as Reds if this item appeared or if FE 
got active in the fight for peace. He convinced them that the thing to do is 
stick to day-to-day fights in the shop. The item was killed. 

Then, about a month ago, Wright ran a front-page drawing on peace. Nothing 
happened. Nobody said anything about it. Nobody called anybody a Red. 
So Wright wrote the item to go in the May 17 CUB. He got approval of Thomas 
DeLong, who is acting president of the local. 


Now, here is where they try to infiltrate the PTA’s, or at least 
admitted they did. 


In the meantime, the women had taken their resolution to a lot of PTA’s. 
Some of them were in favor of it but the local governing body of the PTA re- 
fused to act. Everybody in the PTA got to talking about peace, which was what 
the women’s chapter wanted to happen. This resulted in a story in the Louis- 
ville Times on May 11—That much more reason why the FE paper should have 
run something. Still Bud kept the local’s head in the sand. 

Now, I am going to skip three paragraphs which are not important, 
and I want to read this one: 

However, I disagree with him. I think it is my duty to advise you of actions 
which I deem harmful to our movement. You can pass it on to higher echelons 
if you agree with that proposition. Best from Anne and me— 
and that letter is signed by Carl Braden. 


Now, also in Lenin’s “Left-Wing” book, to which I referred to a 
while ago, he makes this quotation : 

The strictest loyalty to the ideas of communism must be combined with the 
ability to make all the necessary practical compromises, to maneuver, to make 
agreements, zigzags, retreats, and so on—to accelerate the inevitable friction, 
quarrels, conflicts, and complete disintegration among the bourgeoisie—and to 
select the proper moment when the disintegration among these “pillars of the 
sacred rights of private property” is at its height, in order by a determined 
attack of the proletariat to defeat them all and capture political power. 

Now, one of the most astounding exhibits which we found in these 
papers was a letter written to these people from a bunch of Com- 
munists in California. It is rather lengthy and I won’t read it all, 
but I will quote one paragraph of it. In this letter addressed to “Dear 
Anne and Carl,” it appeared that it was from these people in Cali- 
fornia who were organizing a campaign for the 25 persons who were 
being prosecuted for contempt of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee—the Hollywood Ten, the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com- 
mittee, and as stated in the letter, a couple of other individuals. 

Here is what they had the audacity to have in this letter, and I knew 
Fred Vinson. He was a close friend of my father. I knew there was 
not anybody that could put any pressure on him. Nevertheless, they 
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were seeking to find out whether or not they could put pressure on 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Carl, we’ve been trying and trying to figure out some way to put the pressure 
on Vinson. What do you know about his political ties in Kentucky? Is there 


anything useful to be picked up around? Would Stanfield maybe have some 
ideas, since he comes from Louisa, too? 


Louisa was Chief Justice Vinson’s hometown. 


Anything’s worth a try, and the Supreme Court decisions of the last couple 
of weeks have been horrendous, as you know, not just in relation to our cases, 
but to the Taft-Hartley and wiretapping deals, too. Naturally, if you ask Giles 
or Stanfield or anybody about Vinson, don’t tell ’em why you want to know. 

Now, to me, as I said, that demonstrates how far these people would 
go if they could go. Now, here is another quote 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hamilton, do you think activities such as that, 
Communist activities which those exhibits described, from which you 
drew your conclusions, do you think that is activity of such a nature 
that can be best countered by State activity or can it be better handled 
by the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Hamirton. If I can answer your question in this way, sir, I 
would like to do it. As I understand it, the United States Congress 
and the FBI through the Attorney General, all sought to have a 
mutual cooperative affair, and that is in suppressing sedition and so 
on, and I think that has been made clear, that the Supreme Court 
ignored that; that is, they put their own interpretation on it. 

Now, I would say to you, if I may, that I think where you have these 
local situations popping up from time to time, that it is a situation 
that calls for the cooperation of everybody. Now, as an example, I 
have a nephew; he is about 23 or 24 now, he spent 18 months in Korea 
in active service, and to be honest about it, I don’t know why we should 
expect our young men, or old ones for that matter, to go to Korea and 
other places throughout the world in the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
and fight for them and risk their lives, and yet local law-enforcement 
officers such as myself are expected to stand by, with our hands tied. 
That is the best way I can answer it. 

Now, to get back to this proposition about blowing up this house 
in Louisville, as an example of whether it was communistic or what- 
not, I want to refer 

Mr. Morris. Bear with me a minute, Mr. Hamilton; can I see if we 
can relate your last answer to this? Is it contended in the Braden 
case that Communist agitators blew up the house in order to create 
an incident ? 

Mr. Hamunron. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Do you think that particular crime—and if that is 
the case, obviously it is a crime—could best be prosecuted by the 
State, or should the prosecution be left up to the Federal Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. Hamuiuton. I would say in that instance, best by the State. 

Mr. Morris. Why is that? 

Mr. Hamitron. Well, mainly because of the local nature of it and 
the numerical instances and such as that. I mean, you can’t have 
the United States attorney or the FBI prosecuting every riot and 
rout and explosion that might be caused by a Communist. 

Mr. Morris. You say, do you not, Mr. Hamilton, that your own 
court of appeals here held that, inasmuch as one of the ingredients of 














COMMUNISM IN THE MID-SOUTH 13 


that crime was the Communist motivation, that the State was pro- 
hibited from inquiring into the Communist motivation and, there- 
fore, you could not prosecute the crime ? 

Mr. Hammon. Not the court of appeals, but the judge of the cir- 
cuit court did, yes, sir; the judge of the circuit court, wherein the 
case was pending. 

Senator JENNER. Proceed. 

Mr. Hamruton. Nevertheless now, in the Political Affairs, May 
1950 issue, and I might say that all of these exhibits I am referring 
to, that I am quoting from, were found in the possession of these 
people, and I say that in general they have multiple copies of the 
same book or magazine. 

Now, a few words—and this is a quote: 





Now a few words about Negro bourgeois nationalism. Have we had any ex- 
pression of bourgeois nationalism in the party? The majority of our Negro 
comrades have played an outstanding role in the struggle against white 
chauvinism in bringing to the party’s attention many concrete examples of white 
chauvinism, both in individual acts and expressions, and in the work of certain 
party organizations and committees. This role of our Negro comrades must 
be encouraged. At the same time we must bring about a situation where our 
white comrades become the ones who are most conscious and active in the strug- 
gle against white chauvinism and assume leadership therein. Only in this 
Way will our struggle be effective. 

Now, we have run across letters that play up—or at least try to— 
to the colored people and miners and so on, and yet we found letters 
where they referred between themselves to the miners as hillbillies, 
and to the Negroes as niggers, and all that sort of thing; and I have 
a quote here somewhere, where, in Russia, as an ex: mple, that Lenin 
and Stalin and so on, said they would use the peasants if they could, 
and that they would try to help the peasants in certain respects, but 
only if what they did helped the Communist movement in Russia. 
So that I would say they are not sincere in trying to help anybody, 
for that matter. 

Now, another interesting sideline that we ran across in some let- 
ters and papers—and inc cidentally Belknap’s Hardware Store in 
Louisville is one of the largest in the city, and we found—and I have 
photostatic copies of the letters here for that matter—where one of 
these persons sought employment at Belknap’s, using her maiden 
name, and she wrote to three acquaintances down in the South here 
and told them that she had applied for a job at Belknap’s under her 
maiden name; that if they received inquiry as to her ability and what 
not, and education, to give her a good sendoff. 

Now, this particular arty had a college education ; yet she applied, 
as the letter discloses, cc an unskilled position at Belknap’s, and if 
vou read the letter, it is inescapable, of course, that what the job was 
for was to agitate, and it turned out that that didn’t work out; she 
did get the job, but it fell through in a month or two. She couldn’t 
make : any headway, but, as I say, that particular person had a college 
education and she had applied for an unskilled job, and wrote to 3 
or 4 of her friends in the South, saying they would probably get a 
letter from Belknap’s as to her backgr ound, and to be certain and not 
tell them about her having a college education, but, other than that, to 
give her a good buildup. 

98272—57—_3 
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Now, another thing that we ran into in the case in Louisville— 
it grew out of an organization up there in New York City—an outfit 
calling itself the Religious Freedom Committee, filed an amicus curiae 
brief on behalf of Carl Braden in the court of appeals and said that 
the Commonwealth was depriving him of his religious freedom. I 
have never followed the argument and I don’t think anybody else did, 
but nevertheless it demonstrates that they will infiltrate, and try to, 
if they can, the church or inject religion into something where they 
know there is no religion, and the best way I can point out that there 
is no religion in communism is by quoting from Twilight of World 
Capitalism, a book written by William Z. Foster, the head of the 
Communist Party in this country, where he said on page 101—I might 
say we found multiple copies of Twilight of World Capitalism 
among the possessions of these Communists. They devote, actually 
as I recall, actually about a chapter of 25 pages, Foster does in that 
book, attacking religion and referring to what he said about Cardinal 
Mindszenty and soon. Nevertheless, to sum it up in a nutshell, Foster 
said that— 


Communism is based upon the profoundest realism, there is nothing whatever 
metaphysical about it. It is the most down to earth of all political movements. 
There is no God of any kind anywhere in the Communist cosmos. 

Now, the reason I point that out is, as I said, this outfit in New 
York had the audacity to file a brief in the Kentucky Court of Ap- 
peals saying that we had trampled upon Braden’s religious freedom, 
where, as I say, and it is demonstrated by Foster, and all other Com- 
munists, that there is no such thing as religion in the Communist 
world. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have an atomic energy plant in Paducah? 

Mr. Hamiuron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Has that been a subject of any Communist activity at 
all? 

Mr. Hamuron. In my opinion, it has. It was never checked out 
too thoroughly, but as an example, I have here 1, 2, 3, 4 photostatic 





copies of letters—we have the originals of them—written on the 
letterhead of the Communist Party of the United States. 

As an example, the first one I see is dated November 21, 1947. They 
actually started building defense plants at Paducah, as I recall, about 
the beginning of the Second World War, and then later on they did 
undertake, and they have constructed the atomic powerplant at 
Paducah. 

During a period of about 18 months, they had 150 strikes at the 
atomic powerplant during the construction of it, at the atomic power- 
plant at Paducah. 

Now, just let me read this No. 1 letter here to you, and I never heard 
of any other agitation in Paducah; there may have been some, but if 
there was I never heard of it, or there being agitation among labor 
or any other source at Paducah, other than what occurred in the 
atomic powerplant. 

Now, this is addressed to I. O. Ford, 511 Washington Street, Padu- 
cah, Ky., and I might say he lived there at that time: he subsequently 
moved to Louisville. 

Mr. Morris. What is his name? 

Mr. Hamuvron. Ford, F-o-r-d. 

Mr. Morris. Ford? 
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Mr. Hamuzron. Right; he now lives in California, but nevertheless 
it is addressed to— 

Dear CoMRADE Forp: Johnny showed me your letter and I am replying to it 
briefly on behalf of both of us and others here. 

We are glad to hear that you are constantly carrying on the agitational cam 
paign but I trust that you are taking good care of your health and that you will 
be back in circulation soon. 

With best wishes, 

Comradely, 
ARNOLD JOHNSON. 


Then we have another one; now, that is, as I say, the Communist 


Party, United States of America, that letterhead; then we have an- 
other one, dated January 28, 1946: 


To Whom It May Concern: 


This will introduce Comrade I. O. Ford of Kentucky who will undertake to re- 
establish the party organization in Kentucky. 


We will greatly appreciate your giving him your fullest cooperation in this 

task. 
Comradely yours, 
CHARLES KRUMBEIN. 

That is likewise on the Communist Party, United States of America, 
letterhead. 

Mr. Morrts. Does anything indicate that Mr. Ford was actually 
working at the atomic powerplant in Paducah, I mean, in and about it, 
agitating ? 

Mr. Hamitron. The only thing I can tell, I have an affidavit from 
a newspaper reporter at Paducah who said that Ford tried to con- 
vert him to communism, but he would not fall for it. We have that 
affidavit. As far as I know, I wouldn’t think Ford had any employ- 
ment at the powerplant. 

Mr. Morris. What is your evidence that the atomic powerplant at 
Paducah was the subject of his activities? 

Mr. Hamirron. I draw that conclusion mainly because I don’t know 
of any other thing that was being agitated at Paducah at any time. 

Mr. Morris. He was in Paducah himself? 

Mr. Hamixron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. He lived there? 

Mr. Hamiuron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. His activity was there? 

Mr. Hamitron. He lived there and he moved to Louisville in about 
1952 or 1953, Iam not certain offhand. 

Mr. Morris. What else is in Padueah, industrially ? 

Mr. Hamiuton. Well, as I recall, at the beginning of the Second 
World War, they built other defense plants of various and sundry 
natures, but primarily the atomic power plant is located in Paducah, 
and I say to you it is most unusual to have 150 strikes in a period of 
18 months at any 1 plant. 

Now, if I can read this one photostat—as I say, we have the origi- 
nal; that is on the Communist Party letterhead, too. It is dated Jan- 
uary 28, 1945, to— 

ELMER JOHNSON, 
401 Board of Trade Building, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Drar CoMRADE JOHNSON: Comrade I. O. Ford of Kentucky is delivering this 


letter to you in person. (He has a letter of introduction from me that he will 
show you.) 
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Comrade Ford has volunteered, and we have accepted, to see what can be done to 
reestablish a party organization in Louisville. He lives about 200 miles from 
Louisville but, being on vacation, he will be able to spend a few weeks on the 
above task. 

Please give him all connections you have in Louisville—names, addresses, or 
places where comrades can be found, as well as necessary registration supplies, 
such as registration cards, party books, stamps, both for 1945 for back dues as 
well as 1946, and all other necessary material. You are the best judge of the 
amount to give him. 

As regards future connections for Louisville, we suggest they continue to be 
connected with Indianapolis, if only a mail connection, so that they will at least 
receive the general communications and other general material we send out. 
Should you want us to mail to them directly such general materials as we send 
to all districts, let us know and we shall do so. We of course would need an 
address, since we have none. 

The above is the only way we see of handling this situation. We are not ina 
position to send anyone in there at present, so please give Comrade Ford all the 
assistance you can and also after he establishes some degree of organization there, 
assisted at least to the degree above mentioned. 

Comradely yours, 

CHARLES KRUMBEIN. 
And Charles Krumbein, according to the letterhead, was treasurer of 
the Communist Party of the United States at that time. 

Now, I have another photostat of a couple of letters here written 
by a Communist in California to I. O. Ford, in Louisville, dated 
October 1, 1954. One is by a woman; this is just part of it. 

I am terribly sorry because you had all that material and data which they 
confiscated and are able to frame people, other than yourself and your friend, 
Mr. Brown. What could you do when they barged into your room? 

And so on. 

Then, there is another letter written apparently by the same person, 
with no date on it, but addressed to Ford and received among his 
possessions. 

DEAR UNCLE Forp: I have not seen the paper, but I am informed you have 
hit the front page and most certainly, congratulations are in order. I really 
think that was something. Wish I had been there to see you. 

Now, we have found a clipping of a newspaper article appearing 
in the Louisville Courier-Journal with Ford's picture on it on the 
front page, where they staged some sort of a movie at Hancock and 
Walling Street, there in Louisville during the Korean war; that was 
a predominantly colored neighborhood, and they blocked traffic and 
so on and had almost a riot up there, and I assume that is what she 
was referring to when she was congratulating him upon the agitation. 

Now, I could go on for a week talking about this thing. I am 
not going to, but I would like to mention briefly about this explosion 
in Louisville. 

The Bradens bought this house, as I recall, and I may be off a day 
or two, on or about May 10; it was a prearranged thing, and a day 
or two later they transferred it to the Wades, and ‘the house was located 
at Rone Court, a suburb of Louisville, a neighborhood where only 
Ww _ people had been living, and so on. 

a couple of days later, he transferred it to the Wades, and 
an. hein the thing even was consummated, they sought police pro- 
tection, and the chief of the county police would not give it to them 
on the idea that there had been nothing brought to his attention to 
cause him to think that there would be any trouble and so on; and 
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then it developed according to our information and the testimony, 
that that house was armed. I would say it probably contained 18 
or 20 firearms, made up of power rifles, shotguns, and pistols, and 
they admitted it was for the purpose of defending it. 

So, a short time thereafter, a white man came, by the name of 
Vernon Bown or Boun, who had never known the Wades before. 

He went out and volunteered his services to act as guard, and we 
found letters and other documents that would indicate that Bown 
had been a Communist, and it turned out, according to our infor- 
mation, that most of the people that hung around there were Com- 
munists. 

So the house was blown up by dynamite, and underneath it there 
was found a portable type radio that belonged to Bown; yet, before 
the grand jury, Bown was asked, as an example, whether or not he 
had ever been underneath the house and he refused to answer on the 
ground that it would incriminate him, and he refused to answer on 
the same ground on whether or not he had taken the radio under there, 
and so on. 

Now, he was a truckdriver, and it developed that the explosion took 
place at 12:30 on this particular night, and Bown had gone to Mil- 
waukee, Wis., that afternoon to have a date, he said, with a girl whom 
he had met once before in his life about a year before; he went up 
there and stayed a few hours in Milwaukee and then came to Louisville. 

So, according to evidence that I will refer to in a minute, we have 
been told that Bown was the man who more or less engineered this 
explosion, whether it was set off by a radio station going off the air, or 
somebody pulling a string, I don’t know, but nevertheless, he was 
to take his vacation about 6 weeks later, which he did, and he went 
to Wisconsin at that time. That was 6 weeks after that, and spent 
a couple of weeks up there. On that occasion, he went up and spent 
1 night. As TI said, he went to a wedding with a girl whom he had 
only met once before in his life, and he would not answer what we 
thought were pertinent questions on the ground they would incriminate 
him. 

There were two theories when we looked into this thing; one, that 
the white people out there wanted to chase the colored people out; the 
other was that it was Communist inspired. 

The white people who lived in that neighborhood readily submitted 
to he detector tests, and I have the reports with me from the operator 
who gave them, and each one without exception passed his test just 
as clear as he could. 

On the other hand, Bown refused to take a lie-detector test, and 
I asked him 2 or 3 times if he would, and not only personally, but 
through his lawyers, and he refused to do it. 

Now, the people on the other side whom we thought might have 
had something to do with it, they readily took them; they did not 
claim their privilege in any wise before the grand jury. I asked them 
for example, if they bought dynamite; without hesitation they said 
“No.” I asked them if they belonged to the Ku Klux Klan; without 
hesitation they said “No,” but when it came down to the people who 
were Communists or who we thought were Communists, then they are 
the ones who started hollering about a witch hunt and claimed their 
privilege on the ground it might incriminate them. 


ere 
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Mr. Morris. The point is that under the existing conditions now, 
the Supreme Court decisions, you are precluded from inquiring along 
those lines; are you not ? 

Mr. Hamitron. Right, and I will say we were hit another mortal 
blow as far as Kentucky was concerned, when two of these people, 
including Mr. Braden, who the grand jury—as late as this past Sep- 
tember—wanted to consider evidence pertaining to perjury, and actu- 
ally before that time, last fall as I recall, we had one witness in before 
the grand jury who we understood had been a member of the party, 
and I brought the opinion of the court of appeals with me, and just 
to show you how hamstrung we are, this more or less turns around the 
fifth amendment, and section 11 of the Constitution, but just let 
me, if I may, refer to these two questions and answers. There are 
no answers, but what the court of appeals said. 

Q. Mr. Rhine, regardless of whether or not you are a Communist, I am not 
interested in that, but do you know whether or not Carl Braden is a Communist? 


A. Same answer, I refuse to answer on the ground that anything I may say 
may tend to incriminate me. 

Q. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting at Carl Braden’s house, 
without asking or wanting to know what effect such attendance might have 
had on you, if any effect, but in view of that, did you ever attend any meeting 


at Carl Braden’s house relative to communism, or where a cell meeting was 
being held? 


A. I refuse to answer, and that is my answer. 


So, we then certified those questions to the court of appeals; the 
circuit court in Louisville upheld his right not to answer, and we 
certified them to the court of appeals on the premise that since the 
Supreme Court had held we could not prosecute any of these Commu- 
nists locally, but the fifth amendment did not apply, and section 11 
did not apply because they were not subject to a prosecution in the 
State courts; I assume that you all know that the Supreme Court has 
held in 2 or 3 income-tax evasion cases in the State courts that the 
fifth amendment does not apply to State prosecution, but nevertheless, 


the court of appeals upheld his refusal to answer, and made this state- 
ment: 


There is no doubt that the information quoted by the Commonwealth attorney 
could have provided some evidence for a Federal prosecution under the Smith 
Act or other related Federal statutes. As to the determination of the eviden- 
tiary value of the information by a trial judge, we are inclined to follow the 
reasoning of the court of appeals— 


and they quote it— 


in determining whether a witness really apprehends danger in answering a 
question, the judge cannot permit himself to be skeptical. Rather, must he be 
acutely aware that in the deviousness of crime and its detection, accrimination 
may be approached, and served, by obscure and likely lines of inquiry. 

So, we are in a position now, that we can’t even prosecute 2 or 3 
of these people for perjury. 

Now, I have an affidavit here from a fellow who said in substance 
that I. O. Ford had told him about this explosion being planned, and 
who planned it and how it was done, and about Bown coming up with 
this alibi, and so on, but I won’t bore you with that, but I want to make 
an observation that my father was a United States circuit judge at 
Cincinnati, he was also a United States district judge at Louisville, 
and I think I am cognizant of what judges are faced with, I mean the 

roblems, but I must say that as a local law-enforcement officer, our 
ands are tied as far as this sort of protection is concerned, and I am 
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sure that the Supreme Court perhaps followed rules of judicial inter- 
pretation in deciding the Nelson case the way they did, but neverthe- 
less, it seems to me that unless the United States Congress would come 
out and say pointblank that the States are not to have anything to do 
with it, then certainly there ought to be legislation passed where a 
State can control this sort of thing. 

If there are any questions you want to ask me, I will be glad to try 
to answer them. 

Senator Jenner. Any questions? 

Mr. Sourwine. Sir, you have in your official capacity investigated 
Communist activity in your particular area ? 

Mr. Hamuron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you investigated Communist activity in your 
area of the country ¢ 

Mr. Hamitton. As an outgrowth of this case, is how I happened to 
become involved in it; yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. As a result of this case, or as an outgrowth of that 
case, you have done considerable investigation of C ommunist activity 
in your section of the country ? 

Mr. Haminton. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have you reached a conclusion with respect to 
whether such activity still goes on? 

Mr. Hamiuton. There is no doubt in my mind but what it does; 
yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now, you have testified here that the State is 
powerless to do anything about it? 

Mr. Hamiron. “Right. 

Mr. Sourwiye. Do} you know what power the Federal Government 
has, to do anything about this particular activity ? 

Mr. Hasiuron. Well, as I recall, last June the Supreme Court 
practically eliminated even the Federal authorities from such prose- 
cution. I might say, I have a letter probably in my brief case, or a 
photostatie copy of a letter written by Carl and Anne Braden, Carl 
Braden having been the one who was convicted and given 15 years and 
a $5,000 fine, and he was subsequently released after the Nelson case 
was decided. They are circulating a letter now saying that they are 
the representatives of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, I 
believe is the right title of it. 

Mr. Sourwine. All of these documents that you have read and are 
reading here are being made available to the committee for the files 
of the committee; is that correct ? 

Mr. Hamiuron. I can furnish you photostatic copies of everything 
I referred to, yes, sir; perhaps the originals in some instances. Most 
of them are in Frankfort, filed there as a part of the appeal in the 
Braden case. 

Let me just make this one more observation if I can. We had a 
Progressive Party organization there in Louisville, and Carl Braden 
was the head of it and prepared the bylaws and articles of incorpora- 
tion and that sort of thing, and it was testified in his trial that he had 
prepared the news releases and that sort of thing. 

Now, to demonstrate just how he was agitating at that time, back 
in the late for ties, I want to refer to page 11 of the brief filed in Braden 
v. Commonwealth in the court of appeals, and I submit that any 
American, I don’t care whether it is in this courtroom or somewhere 
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else, knows that the statement made by him was not true, and was only 
done to try to agitate. 
It says: 


The Democratic and Republican Parties and their members— 
the resolution said— 


stand for the war program and high taxes. The Progressive Party declares 
that these issues should be given a hearing— 
and then he goes‘on down there and lists several of them. 

Now, down in No. 6—well, start out with No. 5: 


The disgraceful infringement on the rights of 50 million Americans, the 
Negro people. (6) How concentration camps are now being built in America, 
under the Korean Act, against those who dissent with the party in power. 

Now, I dissent, myself, with the Republican Party; Lam a Democrat, 
and yet I don’t know of any concentration camp that I am likely to be 
sent to, and yet I say that is another concrete example of agitation, and 
this I might say is a photostatic copy of exhibits, a table of exhibits 
that were filed in the court of appeals, and I am sure there are a dozen 
large cardboard boxes there. One more thing, in the boxes that are 
forwarded, we had seized this book among a lot of other material, as 
to the Communist Par ty of the United States, : and it came to him as a 
gift, and he said: 

This book came as a Xmas gift from two young friends who have seen the 
future and know the reasons and are aiding its birth in the United States. 

Now, a note was found with it, apparently a note of transmittal, 
December 25, 1952, and it says: 


For a good and true comrade to whom much of this book will be a recapitula- 
tion of your own contribution toward a better America. Louise and LaRue— 
and that is the history of the Communist Party of the United States, 
and on page 285 of that book, there is a title in here that says, “Pene- 
tration of the South,” and if I could just read a few lines, since we are 
in the South, I would like to do it. Foster said in here on page 285— 

One of the greatest achievements of the Communist Party during the great 
economic crisis was its penetration of the South. During the Coolidge years, 
the party had carried on considerable work in the South, the building of scat- 
tered branches, the Foster election tours in 1924 and 1928 and so on, but our 
real work there began when on August 30, 1930, we established the Southern 
Worker at Chattanooga, Tenn., with James S. Allen as editor. Conditions in the 
South at the time were shocking— 
and so on, and then he refers to the KKK, the Blue Shirts, the Silver 
Shirts, Black Shirts, Crusaders, the White Legion, and others. 

So I say, it is a subject that, after going through the trial in Louis- 
ville I could talk about for a month, and I expect I have taken too 
much of your time anyway. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Hamilton, the sad thing is there is nothing 
you can do about it today as a State and local official because of the 
Supreme Court decision ; is that right ? 

Mr. Hamiuron. That’s right. 

Senator Jenner. And that is where we find ourselves today ¢ 

Mr. Hamiuron. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hamilton, you have quite a few exhibits there? 

Mr. Hamivron. Yes. 
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Mr. Morris. What specifically are those exhibits ? 
Mr. Hamiutron. Well, the ones I brought with me 
Mr. Morris. You have got them there in one folder / 

Mr. Hamiunron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us precisely what that folder is? 

Mr. Haminron. Well, as an example, this exhibit 

Mr. Morris. No; I am preparing to introduce them into the record. 
I would like you to identify them. 

Mr. Hamuvon. Well, the first one that is here contains 

Mr. Morris. I mean without dealing with the individual cases, 
what is that folder that you have there? I would like to offer that 
in the record. I would like to offer that if you identify them. 

Mr. Hamimron. The folder contains some of my notes that I just 
brought to refresh my memory. The exhibits-——— 

Senator Jenner. The exhibits you have read from are what ex- 
hibits? How would you identify them? 

Mr. Hamuvron. Weil, the first one is addressed “Dear Anne and 
Carl,” and it contains the paragraph concerning 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hamilton, we are not asking you what is in the 
particular exhibits, but now that you have testified about these par- 
ticular exhibits, I would like you to tell us what they are, so that I 
might offer them to Senator Jenner to be inserted into the public 
record. 

Mr. Hamunron. They were copies of exhibits found in the search of 
the Communists in Louisville. 

Mr. Morris. Were they used at the trial ? 

Mr. Hamivron. They were used at the trial; yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, | would like to offer those in this record. 

Senator Jenner. They may go into the record and become part of 
the official record of this committee hearing by reference. 

(The folder referred to above was marked “Exhibit 1M” and was 
placed in the subcommittee’s file. ) 

Mr. Morris. You had as a witness at the trial one Alberta Ahearn ? 

Mr, Hamitron. Right. 

Mr. Morris. What did Alberta Ahearn testify to at the trial? 

Mr. Hamiuron. She testified that she was in the F. B. I. and an 
undercover agent and that she was a member of certain cells, of Com- 
munists, in Louisville. 

Mr. Morris. Her testimony was restricted to activity of Carl 
Braden; was it not ? f 

Mr. Hamivtron. Carl Braden and others. 

Mr. Morris. Even though the others were not parties to the action ? 

Mr. Haminron. Right. 

Mr. Morris. 'To the extent of the testimony she put into the record 
at such trial of Carl Braden, that is available to the subcommittee? 

Mr. Hamitton. Right. 

Mr. Morris. Was there anything else she experienced as an under- 
cover agent and informant for the FBI that you think would be help- 
ful to the Senate of the United States? 

Mr. Hamiron. She could give you firsthand, or for the public 
or for the record, however you want to put it, an account of how 
they operated. 

58272—57-——4 
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Mr. Morris. I mean, we have subpenaed Alberta Ahearn to be here; 
does she know more about the workings of the Communist Party 
than she testified to at the trial of Carl Braden ? 

Mr. Hamiuton. That I am not certain of. 

Senator Jenner. She has been subpenaed, hasn’t she ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, sir. 

Senator JENNER. Anything more? 

Mr. Morris. No, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Thank you, Mr. Hamilton, for being up here to 
make your contribution to this cause. 

Mr. Morris. There is one other witness this morning, and the 
question of committee policy. He has been, according to our evidence, 
the secretary-treasurer of the Communist Party of Memphis, and we 
have subpenaed him in order that he might tell us everything he 
— about the extent of the Communist Party activity here in Mem- 
phis. 

He appeared here, as you know, and stated even though he was 
served last Wednesday, he has not gotten an attorney. Let the record 
show that Senator Jenner has given him another 24 hours in which 
to retain counsel and to return tomorrow morning to testify. 

Senator Jenner. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. I have two other witnesses here prepared to testify 
now in executive session. 

Senator Jenner. At this time the committee will stand recessed 
until 2 o’clock, when we will resume the open hearing, and the com- 
mittee at this time will go into executive session. j 

(Whereupon, at 12:05 p. m., the subcommittee recessed to proceed 
in executive session. ) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 2:10 p. m., in 
the Federal courtroom, Federal Building, Senator William E. Jenner 
presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; J. G. Sourwine, asso- 
ciate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director; and Frank 
Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Jenner. Will the meeting come to order? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to report to you for the 
public record today some of the difficulties, administrative difficulties, 
the subcommittee has been experiencing. We had altogether 30 cases, 
30 individual witnesses, who, as evidence and information indicated, 
were members of the Communist Party in this particular area and its 
environs, Memphis as the hub, several hundred miles around. At 
least 30 particular cases came to our attention. We decided, Senator, 
to call 25 of these witnesses and to make the subpenas returnable today 
or tomorrow. Ordinarily, under those circumstances, we can expect 
70 or 80 percent of the people subpenaed to be present. Now, we had 
an unusually high percentage of people come in and refuse to testify, 
for a variety of reasons. There has been one woman who was of par- 
ticular interest to the subcommittee, Senator, because she is one of the 
most important Communist Party functionaries—at least, she is the 
one who pulls the pins around in this particular area in connection 
with Communist Party activities—has given us the excuse about hav- 
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ing a baby within the last few months, and she herself has several 
other domestic difficulties, and it is very difficult to turn down such a 
request to be deferred. 

Then, Senator, another woman sent us a telegram that she is under 
a doctor’s care and cannot testify. The subcommittee’s information 
is that she was active in the Communist Party in this area. The man 
who was secretary-treasurer of the Communist Party in Memphis, 
even though he was served last Wednesday, has now told us he would 
not be able to testify because he has not as yet obtained an attorney to 
represent him. As you know, Senator, we have given him another 24 
hours in which to obtain the services of an attorney. 

Now, there was one other witness, Mrs. Lorch, whom the subcom- 
mittee felt was competent to testify about Communist activities, in 
view of her experiences the last 5 or 6 years. She has come here to 
testify. And I think, Mr. Schroeder, that there was delay in sub- 
penaing her. Is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Scuroeper. That is correct. I think she said she did not re- 
ceive the subpena until Saturday. 

Mr. Morris. However, Mr. Schroeder, I wish you—these delays in 
serving subpenas have been claimed in here. I wish you would tell 
us what your activities were on that. 

Senator JENNER. Do you want Mr. Schroeder to be sworn? 

Mr. Morris. Would you, please? 

Senator JENNER. Do you swear the testimony you give in this hear- 
ing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Scuroeper. I do. 

Senator JENNER. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 

You may sit down. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANK SCHROEDER, CHIEF INVESTIGATOR OF THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Schroeder, we gave you the names of 30 witnesses 
who, as evidence and information indicated, had been members of 
the Communist Party and would be competent witnesses to testify 
about Communist activities in this area, at what time? 

Mr. Scuroeper. Monday. 

Mr. Morris. No; you left Monday. 

Mr. Scuroeper. Oh; a week ago Tuesday. 

Mr. Morris. Two weeks tomorrow ? 

Mr. Scuroeper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you made preparations to come down and serve 
the subpenas at that time, is that right ? 

Mr. Scuroeper. I did, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you took the subpenas with you from Washing- 
ton on what day, Mr. Schroeder? 

Mr. Scuroreper. A week ago today. 

Mr. Morris. A week ago today. And have you sent them to the 
cities where were the people to be subpenaed ? 

Mr. Scuroeper. I did, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you gave to the marshals all the subpenas in your 
possession by Wednesday of that week ? 
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Mr. Scuroeper. I did, sir; and other subpenas were given to the 
Sergeant at Arms of the Senate. 

Mr. Morris. That was all prior to the date of leaving last Monday ? 

Mr. Scurouper. Yes, sir, for those that were out in Georgia, and 
Missouri, and Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. Now, one of the witnesses, who, I was saying, is Mrs. 
Lorch, her subpena was served at what time? 

Senator JENNER. Well, just a moment. For the record, I think 1 
can answer that question, or Mr. Schroeder can—either one. 

(Witness excused.) 

Senator Jenner. I did not know Mrs. Lorch, and did not know 
she was under subpena until the recess here after the morning session. 
I came by this table, I heard a discussion, and apparently it was 
Mrs. Lorch. She contended she was not served with subpena until 
Saturday. She lives, I believe, at Little Rock, Ark. So 1 told Mrs. 
Lorch that we would give her a continuance of 24 hours to obtain 
counsel. She said she hadn’t had an opportunity to talk to anybody 
or to obtain counsel. 

As you know, it is the policy of this committee—we can’t tell when 
the marshal can serve the subpena—but it has always been the policy 
of this committee to give time to obtain counsel—will alw: ays give 
time—and I have told Mrs. Lorch that, since she told me on adjourn- 
ment at noon that she had been served last, Saturd: Ly, Since that is a 
short term before testifying Monday morning, I gave her a continu- 
ance. 

But I want to tell the witnesses who are in this area that we have 
a duty to perform, and we are going to have this testimony. And 
we will have it here in Memphis. If we don’t have it here in Mem- 
phis, we will have it at Wasington, D.C. And we are going to get it. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the reason that— Mr. and Mrs. Lorch are both 
competent witnesses in this, but the committee is not trying to call 
Mr. Lorch instead of Mrs. Lorch, as we very often do where we have 
a husband and wife combination—the reason we haven't called Mr. 
Lorch down Mr. Sourwine will explain. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Morris, Mr. Lorch is a defendant in a criminal 
case in Ohio, which was tried the 4th and 5th of April, without a 
jury, submitted to the judge on briefs, and the case still is sub judice— 
that is, is pending for decision. And for that reason it was felt it 
might in some way prejudice his case as a defendant if he were called 
as a witness while his case is sub judice. 

Senator Jenner. I believe, so far as the Lorch woman is con- 
cerned, our information covers her activities the last 4 or 5 years in 
this area? 

Mr. Morris. That is correct. 

Senator, we are prepared to take the testimony of three witnesses. 

Senator Jenner. All right, call the first. witness. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. W est, will you be sworn to testify ? 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear the testimony you give in this hear- 
ing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. West. I do. 

Senator Jenner. You may be seated. 
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TESTIMONY OF DONALD L. WEST 


Senator Jenner. Will you give your name and address, please ? 

Mr. Wesr. Donald L. West. 

Senator Jenner. Where do you live? 

Mr. West. Douglasville, Ga., rural free delivery 4. 

Senator Jenner. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. West. Farming. 

Senator Jenner. All right, you may proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. West ? 

Mr. West. Born in Gilmer County, Ga., near Ellijay, Ga. 

Mr. Morris. Gilmer County ? 

Mr. West. Near Ellijay, Ga. 

Mr. Morris. I see. I want you to tell the committee very briefly 
your educational background, will you, please 

Mr. West. Well, part of my high school—I went to grade school 
out at Rome, Ga., worked my way, and from there I worked in a little 
college in Tennessee, as part—worked my way through the univer- 
sity, Lincoln Memorial School. 

Mr. Morris. What school ? 

Mr. Wesr. Lincoln Memorial. And from there I went to Vander- 
bilt University, received a bachelor of divinity degree. And have done 
advanced study at various educational institutions around about the 
country. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or profession at this time? 

Mr. West. I just said, sir, that it was farming. I am trying to run 
a farm on the Chattahoochee River; in other words, out of Atlanta. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been in charge of the Communist Party in 
Atlanta, Ga. ? 

Mr. Wesr. Sir, I would like to say at the beginning that on any 
questions relative to my past political associations or affiliation, or 
religious beliefs or political, 1 will have to respectfully claim the 
rights of the fifth amendment of our Constitution. I might say fur- 
ther that I am not a member of any political organization. I am only 
working only on the matter of running a farm, trying to make a liv- 
ing thereby. 

Mr. Morris. Well, were you a member of the Communist Party 3 
days ago? J 

Mr. West. I would have to claim the fifth amendment on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party this 
morning when you first came into this courtroom ? 

Mr. West. I am sorry, sir, I will have to take the fifth amendment 
on all such questions. 

Mr. Morris. Are you a Communist now ? 

Mr. West. I have just said voluntarily that I was not a member of 
any political organization, including the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. As of this afternoon session ? 

Mr. West. True, sir. 

Mr. Morris. As of this afternoon session, 20 minutes after 2 o’clock 
in the evening, October 28 ? 

Mr. West. That is right. 
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Mr. Morris. At 12:30 this morning, October 28, were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. West. I have already said, sir, I would have to claim the fifth 
on all questions regarding my past associations or affiliations. 

Mr. Morris. On February 15, 1956, did you make a trip to New York 
City and there visit certain Communist Party functionaries at Com- 
munist Party headquarters ? 

Mr. West. I would claim the fifth amendment, sir, on that. 

Mr. Morris. You have been a contributor to the Communist publica- 
tion, Masses and Main Stream, have you not ? 

Mr. West. I will claim the fifth amendment on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. In fact, the editor of Masses and Main Stream, Mr. 
Samuel Sillen, has been an intimate friend of yours, has he not? 

Mr. West. As I have previously said, sir, I would have to claim the 
fifth on past associates or affiliations, and claim it now. 

Mr. Morris. Did he not come from New York and visit in your home 
at Christmastime in 1954? 

Mr. West. I take the fifth on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, your wife is Jeannette West ? 

Mr. West. I would take the fifth on that. 

Mr. Morris. Was she formerly a correspondent in Moscow of the 
Daily Worker ¢ 

Mr. West. I would take the fifth on that. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have a sister, Belle, B-e-1-l-e? 

Mr. West. I would have to claim the fifth on that. 

Mr. Morris. To your direct knowledge, has she been a Communist 
Party organizer in this particular area ? 

Mr. West. I take the same position, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been the editor of the publication called the 
Southerner ? 

Mr. West. I would take the fifth on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. All right. 

Senator JENNER. Mr. West 

Mr. West. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Do you honestly believe the truthful answer to 
questions propounded to you by Mr. Morris concerning your wife and 
your sister would tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. West. I would take the fifth on that, sir—have to. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, in view of the responses of the witness, 
I would rather not prolong this too much. But Mr. Mandel has com- 
piled a long series of exhibits—we of course have enough evidence and 
information, the sum total of which is that he, this witness today, 
has been one of the more prominent Communist organizers in the 
South over a period of years. 

I wonder if, Mr. Chairman, subject to more questions by Mr. Sour- 
wine and yourself—I would like to offer this for the record. 

Senator Jenner. They may go in the record and become part of the 
record. 
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(The material above referred to was marked “Exhibit 2-M” and 
reads as follows :) 


Exuisir 2M 
Don WEST 


“Don West, Louisville, Ky.: This man, fomerly in charge of Atlanta, Ga., for 
Communist Party, is a preacher and a graduate of Vanderbilt University. He 
sneaked out of Atlanta on a truck, under a load of gunnysacks, when Assistant 
Solicitor General Hutson swore out warrants for his arrest. After a short period 
in New York City, he was sent to Kentucky and there made organizer. 

“It has been reported on numerous occasions that he was a part-time employee 
of the Textile Workers Union, a CIO affiliate and at the same time was district 
organizer of district No. 23, Communist Party.” (Part of the records introduced 
by Mr. John P. Frey, president of the metal trades department of the A. F. of L., 
before the House Un-American Activities Committee on August 138, 1938; p. 129, 
vol. 1, Investigation of Un-American Propaganda Activities before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, August 1938). 


Contributing editor, The Negro Liberator (p. 625, vol. 1, ibid.) 


aa» 


Affiliated with the People’s Institute of Applied Religion (p. 139, testimony of 
Walter Steele before the House Un-American Activities Committee, July 21, 
1947). People’s Institute of Applied Religion has been cited as subversive and 
Communist by the Attorney General in letters to the Loyalty Review Board 
dated June 1, 1948 and September 21, 1948. 


“Mr. MANDEL. (Did you ever meet) Don West? 

“Mr. Croucu. I knew him very well, for many years, as Don West and as 
Jim Weaver. He was district director of the Communist Party of North Caro- 
lina while I was district organizer in the fall of 1934 or early 1935. He then 
left the Carolinas and went to Kentucky as district organizer of the Communist 

arty through most of 1935, and then was released from that post and returned 

to the South, where he has spent most of his time as a writer. The latest news 
I had was that he was a professor at Oglethorpe University in Georgia and 
recently published a book of poems” (testimony of Paul Crouch before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, p. 191, May 6, 1949). 


One of the organizers of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn. 
(p. 198, ibid.). 


“Mr. RuSSELL. Will you tell the committee what you know about Don West? 

“Mr. CroucH. Yes. I first met Don West in North Carolina in July or August 
1934 when he was sent by the central committee to act as central director. He 
acted in that capacity 1 year, using the name Jim Weaver. During this time 
he headed the Burlington defense committee. He was released from North 
Carolina to go to Kentucky as district organizer of the Communist Party. After 
leaving Kentucky he went to his old home in Georgia, where he engaged in 
literary pursuits for some time, and I understand at present he is a professor 
at Oglethorpe University, and the author of a recently published book of poems. 
He is a brother-in-law of Nat Ross, southern representative of the central com- 
mittee of the Communist Party, and a brother-in-law of Bart Logan, a former 
district organizer in North Carolina; and a sister of Don West, Jeannette Weaver, 


has been Daily Worker correspondent at Moscow over a number of years” (p. 209, 
ibid.). 


“Mr. TAVENNER. (What do you know about) Don West, of Bethel, Ohio? 

“Mrs. EpMiston (former member of the Communist Party). 
ister ; of what religion I don’t know. He was also a Boy Scout leader at Bethel, 
Ohio. He was identified as a Communist Party member and an active member of 
the American Peace Mobilization. 

“Mr. TAVENNER. How did you know he was a member of the Communist Party? 

“Mrs. EpMIston. He was identified to us by Steve Grattan, secretary of the 
Communist Party at Columbus (p. 2716, testimony of Martha Nichols Edmiston, 


He was a min- 
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House Un-American Activities Committee hearings regarding Communist activ- 
ities in the Cincinnati, Ohio, area, pt. 1, July and August 1950) (on p. 2726, ibid., 
Mrs. Edmiston identifies West as being minus one finger on one of his hands). 


GEORGIA COMMISSION ON EDUCATION, ATLANTA, GA. 


Donald L. West 

(1) American Peace Mobilization: Endorser, call to American People’s Meet- 
ing, April 5-6, 1941. 

(2) Book Union: Contributor, New Masses, October 1, 1935, back cover. 

(3) Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary of Inter- 
national Labor Defense: Member of committee of sponsors, booklet, August 1945. 

(4) Communist Party: Member, House Committee Report on Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare, 1947, page 5. 

(5) Educators for Wallace, member : Pamphlet, October 1948. 

(6) Mother Bloor Celebration Committee: Sent greetings, booklet, undated. 

(7) National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions: Sponsor of con- 
ference, report of conference, October 9-10, 1948. 

(8) National Federation for Constitutional Liberties: Signer of open letter 
asking the President to rescind Biddle decision on Harry Bridges, booklet, July 
11, 1942. 

(9) National Wallace for President Committee: Member, press release, 
March 23, 1948. 

(10) New Masses: Contributor, New Masses, April 10, June 5, and June 26, 
1934 ;: August 27, 1935: May 28, 1946. 

(11) Open letter on Harry Bridges: Signer, Daily Worker, July 19, 1942, 
page 4. 

(12) People’s Institute of Applied Religion: State director for Georgia, let- 
terhead, December 11, 1940. 

(13) People’s Institute of Applied Religion: Sponsor and State director for 
Georgia, letterhead, February 12, 1941. 

(14) People’s Institute of Applied Religion: Field leader, letterhead, April 
9, 1942. 

(15) People’s Institute of Applied Religion: Member of southern committee, 
letterhead, January 1, 1948. 


(16) People’s Institute of Applied Religion: Member of southern committee, 
letterhead, April 16, 1953. 


(17) Pilot (Communist-controlled weekly of National Maritime Union): 
Writer for Pilot, May 11, 1945, page 17. 

(18) Southern Conference for Human Welfare: Signer of manifesto, South- 
ern Patriot, June 1947, pages 4—5. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Morris, I have two questions 
not in the area where the witness said he would have to claim the fifth 
amendment. Maybe we can get answers. 

Senator Jenner. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Sourwine. When were you last in Knoxville? 

Mr. West. Sir, I could not remember when I was last in Knoxville. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have been in Knoxville this year? 

Mr. West. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Sourwtne. On March 17 of this year? 

Mr. West. I don’t remember that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know Helen Parsons? 

Mr. West. I would have to claim the fifth amendment, sir, as to all 
my past associations and acquaintances. 

Mr. Sovurwine. Do you know whether Helen Parsons lives in Knox- 
ville? 

Mr. West. I do not, sir. I could not say truthfully that I do know. 

Mr. Sovurwine. I want to refresh your memory ‘and give you an 
opportunity to correct the previous answer. Isn’t it true that on 
March 17, 1957, you visited Helen Parsons’ home at Knoxville ? 

Mr. West. I would have to claim the fifth on that, sir. 








COMMUNISM IN THE MID-SOUTH 29 


Mr. Sourwine. Now, we will go back to the prior question when I 
asked you whether you were there in March of this year. Do you want 
to change your prior answer ? 

Mr. West. I said, sir, that I could not recall, and I would have to 
take the fifth amendment on any questions 

Mr. Sourwtne. You now take the fifth amendment on that? 

Mr. West. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jenner. I think you previously stated, Mr. West—how- 
ever, the record will speak correctly—that you could not recall ? 

Mr. West. That is true. 

Senator JENNER. Now, do you recall, or do you take the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. West. I take the fifth, sir, upon the question. 

Senator Jenner. That is all, then. 

Mr. Morris. Sir, I have one more question I would like to ask you. 

I would like to offer 

Mr. Barber, will you offer this piece of paper to the witness ? 

I wonder if you will read that for us, Mr. West. Begin reading, 
so that you will be able to identify it in your own mind ‘and give us 
a general idea what it is. 

“Mr. West. You want me to read aloud? 

Mr. Morrts. Yes. At least, the beginning of it, until you are able 
to answer whether you identify that. 

Mr. West. DoI have to read this, sir? I mean—— 

Mr. Morris. Well, I am asking you to. 

Mr. West. And do I have to read it? 

Mr. Morris. Can you? 

Mr. West. Yes, sir. It is: 

Correspondence: Any person or persons handling mail or correspondence 
with sharecroppers, farmers, or tenants or organizers in the South should re- 
member the following elementary rules. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you author that ? 

Mr. West. Beg your pardon? 

Mr. Morris. Did you author that? Did you write that? Did you 
compose it ? 

Mr. West. Sir, I would have to take the fifth amendment on that: 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel. I wonder if Mr. Mandel would read 
this in the record ? 

Senator JenNeR. Proceed, Mr. Mandel. 

Mr. Manpet (reading). 


Pointers on work in the South. 1. Correspondence: Any person or persons 
handling mail or correspondence with farmers, sharecroppers, tenants, comrades 
or organizers in the South should remember the following elementary rules: 

(a) Envelopes should never be addressed by typewriter, handwriting is better, 
and should not be too flashy—better if somewhat poor. Always use title (Mr., 
Mrs., Miss, ete.). Never use business envelopes. 

(b) Don’t use return address of our offices, use some innocent address, better 
if a house address. If writing to a Negro, use address from Negro section of 
city. If name of a company or business house is used, use one that corresponds 
to the kind of package or envelope sent. 

(c) Packages must always be well wrapped (so they don’t fall apart in 
transit) and must look innocent. Don’t send papers openly, but if a bundle, 
put in a box, so that it looks like a gift or something personal. In addressing, 
abide by rules given for letters.. Single copies of paper should be sent first 
class. 
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(d) Time: Don’t send packages or letter to any given address too often. 
Alternate, have at least 2 or 3 addresses in each locality, if possible. Don’t 
continue sending bundles for too long a time to one address. Three months’ 
limit. 

(e) By all means, do not send any circular letters as third class. Send first 
class, following directions for letters. They expose at once, If the organiza- 
tion is known, on rare occasions, such can be done. But don’t make this a prac- 
tice. 

(f) Content of letters; When writing letters, always, although writing busi- 
hess matters, make letter appear as personal. Address person as “Dear 
Friend,” ete. Avoid mentioning names, do so only when absolutely necessary. 
Always use very simple language. Experience shows that letters from our 
office have not been understood by sharecroppers, and necessitated a “learned” 
person to transcribe same. 

Some general suggestions: 

(a) Always avoid too much mail. Try to get along with as little as possible. 

(b) Have all southern mail and addresses handled by one responsible per- 
son, who has been assigned to do it. 

(c) Build up a definite machinery to handle contacts, addresses, etc. Use 
past experience of our organizations. 

(d) Do not mail letters and packages to the South with other office mail. 
This practice should be followed all the time. 

(e) Always remember the following: 

1. One letter, wrongly handled, can subject receiver to terror, discrimination, 
ete. 

2. The mailing apparatus is part of the United States spy system. 

8. Farmers, sharecroppers, tenants, etc., always live in localities where “local 
inquisitiveness” is rampant. 

To editors: Some things to remember . 

(a) Always use very simple picturesque language. Avoid all long words. 
Don’t try to prove your intelligence by high language. It usually brings the 
opposite result. 

(b) Avoid using names of people. (This does not apply to our enemies). 

(c) Names of places, if connected with definite events, often give away our 
friends. Be careful how such is used. 

(d@) Often a detailed account of an event will expose those connected with 
it. Such material should not be used. 

(e) Don't write long articles. 

(f) Use letters from friends. 

1. Try and save the southern langnage, terms and names of things; changing 
such will greatly lessen value of article or letter. 

2. By all means, use such correspondence. Our papers contain too little from 
the South. 

3. When in doubt, as to facts, data, etc., of letter or article, get in touch with 
the nearest organizer. 


Mr. West. May I say just a word, please, sir, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, Mr. West. 

Mr. West. I know that—see, in the first place, I only received the 
subpena late Friday afternoon. I haven’t consulted any attorney or 
anybody else, and I know that in a case like that I could say that I did 
not author it and there might be someone who might swear that I did, 
but I am going to take a chance and give a frank answer. I have 
never seen nor heard that reading in my life, as far as I can recall, and 
I certainly did not author it. Now, that is the plain answer to that. 

Mr. Morris. Is your testimony, Mr. West, that 

Mr. West. My testimony is that I did not write the piece of paper, 
and as far as I can recall I have never seen it or heard it read in my 
life. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Did you write the original of which this is a copy? 

Mr. West. Sir, I said I did not author that piece of paper. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you write the original of which this is a copy, 
Mr. West? 

Mr. West. That is what I am trying to say. 
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Mr. Sourwine. You did not? 

Mr. West. No, sir, I did not. else i 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you write a—or send in information to be set 
in a memorandum of this general nature and content at any time? 

Mr. Wesr. Not that I recall, sir. As I say, I have never recalled 
having ever seen or heard this particular paper or writing. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Carl Braden? 

Mr. West. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Car! Braden ? 

Mr. West. I would have to take my former position, sir, that I 
claim the fifth. 

Senator Jenner. You might identify him. What is it, Carl Braden, 
worked formerly for the Courier-Journal and was : 

Mr. Morris. Former newspaperman, who was a defendant in a 
criminal case. 

Mr. West. I would have to take the fifth. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. West, as I understand, you are claiming the 
fifth amendment on all matters concerning Communist activities or 
affiliations ¢ 

Mr. West. As I say, any questions concerning affiliations and asso- 
ciations in the past, I claim the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. When were you last in Monteagle, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Wesr. I can’t remember, sir, when I was last in Monteagle, 
Tenn. 

Mr. Sourwine. Were you there over the past Labor Day weekend? 

Mr. West. You would know that better than I. I was not. That 
I will answer you flatly, that I was not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were not there? 

Mr. West. No, sir. 

Senator JENNER. No further questions. 

Mr. Morris. I have no questions. 

Senator JENNER. Then you may be excused, Mr. West. 

Mr. West. May I return home, sir? 

Senator Jenner. That is all right. 

(Witness excused.) 

Senator JENNER. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Franklin. 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear the testimony you give in this hear- 
ing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Dr. Franxuin. I do. 

_ Senator JENNER. Be seated. 





TESTIMONY OF DR. RALPH FRANKLIN 


Senator JENNER. Will you state your name? 

Dr. Franxuin. My full name is Ralph Franklin. 
Senator JENNER. Where do you reside? 

Dr. FrRanKuIN. My present address is Morehouse, Mo. 
Senator JenNER. You may proceed. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I am a physician. 

Mr. Morris. Your full name is Doctor—— 

Dr. Franxurn. I use the title “Doctor,” yes, sir. 
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Mr. Morris. What is your full name? 

Dr. Franxuin. Ralph Franklin. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Ralph Franklin ? 

Dr. Franxurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Franklin, you formerly lived here in Mem- 
phis; did you not? 

Dr. Franxuin. Yes, sir; I have lived here all my life until the last 
3 or approximately 3 years. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Now, while you were in Memphis, did you be- 
long or did you join the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Franxurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the circumstances, Dr. Franklin ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I was a student at the University of Tennessee Col- 
lege of Medicine at the time, and I was approached and befriended 
by several people, who, in turn, asked me to join the organization, 
which I did. 

Mr. Morris. Now, who were the people, Doctor ? 

Dr. Franxurn. Dr. Vincent Myers. 

“9 Morris. Dr. Vincent Myers. Is he a physician here in Mem- 
phis ? 

Dr. Franxuin. No, sir; he graduated at the University of Tennes- 
see in my class. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is M-y-e-r-s? 

Dr. Franxuin. M-y-e-r-s. 

Mr. Morris. Did he reside here in Memphis? 

Dr. Franxuin. His family moved here, if I am not mistaken, from 
Ohio, and he lived here several years prior to attending medical school 
here. 

Mr. Morris. And then how long did you remain a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I am not exactly sure of the exact dates. However, 
I feel it is approximately 18 months. 

Senator Jenner. I don’t understand you. Eighteen months ago 
you left the Communist Party ? 

Dr. FranKuin. No, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Or 18 months you remained an active Communist ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I was a member of the Communist Party for 18 
months in Memphis. 

Senator Jenner. I see. 

Mr. Morris. When did you join, approximately ? 

Dr. FranxKuin. Sir, I can’t recall the exact date. However, it 
must have been in the early part of 1954, the first few months of 
1954. 

Mr. Morris. And then when did you leave the party, 18 months 
later ? 

Dr. Franxurn. Approximately 18 months later; yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Now, when did you completely detach yourself 
from the Communist Party? Was the transition a gradual one or 
sudden ? 

Dr. FRANKLIN. It was a gradual transition, sir. There was a 
transition period in which I had subscribed to the National Guardian, 
and had received publications from the Liberty Book Club, which, 
I, through my own thinking, considered subversive, if you want to 
use the term. I also read the Daily Worker for a short period of 
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time while I was in Cincinnati, the first few months that I was in 
Cincinnati. That was in June of 1955. 

Mr. Morris. You were—— 

Dr. Franxuin. Excuse me, July of 1955. 

Mr. Morris. What were the motivations that took you into the 
Communist Party ? 

Dr. Frankuin. Well, it is a many-sided question; I mean, a many- 
sided answer. It would involve several factors. First of all, the 
friends whom I knew as members of the party were intelligent and 
seemingly sincere, and were well versed in the current events and 
political situations of the day, and during that period of time I was 
rather—shall we say, immature. 

Mr. Morris. Politically immature? 

Dr. Franxurn. Politically; yes, sir. It appealed to me at that 
time, and thinking in terms of an idealistic or straightforward propo- 
sition, I considered it the right thing to do, which I don’t right 
now. 

Mr. Morris. You feel you have come to know the nature of the 
Communist organization and it is something you want no part of? 

Dr. FrRanKLIN. Yes, sir; that is true. 

Mr. Morris. And what were some of the events that brought this 
disillusionment about ? 

Dr. FRANKLIN. Well, there were several. No. 1, the Communist 
doctrine preaches the equality of the members of the party, and as 
you feel—they have you feel that the organization is trying to further 
your knowledge of world events so that you may act upon your own 
as an independent individual and become more politically mature. 
I was in a constant wrangle during the period I was within the struc- 
ture of the Communist Party because of the fact that this was not 
the case. 

Secondly, events which occurred afterward, Khrushchev’s outpour- 
ing of crimes that Stalin had committed during his many years as chief 
of the Communist government of the U. S. S. R. of course was a tre- 
mendous shock to me, having felt that—or having been told, rather, 
that—and personally feeling that it was right that these things were 
not true, and until out of the words of their own mouth they stated 
that they were true. 

And, secondly, the Hungarian situation, of course, that quashed 
the entire matter; that was beyond all realm of consideration of any- 
thing that could be considered right and just. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Doctor, while you were a Communist, you even 
made financial contributions, did you not? 

Dr. FrRanKLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. You were a young struggling doctor, but, nevertheless, 
scraped together money to give the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I was somewhat pressured, and also felt volition- 
wise I should do my part as best I could. 

Mr. Morris. All right. 

Mr. Sourwine. You say you were a member of the Communist 
Party for about 2 years? 

Dr. Franxurn. Yes; approximately. 

Mr. Sourwine. About 18 months? 

Dr. Franxuin. Yes, sir; approximately; yes, sir. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Were you, sir, a member of the Communist Party 
in 1952? 

Dr. Franxurn. No; I was not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were not ? 

Dr. Franxuin. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you remember receiving in 1952 a memorandum 
of what purported to be a telecast of events of Vincent Hallinan and 
Charlotta Bass, who were the Progressive Party’s candidates for 
President in that year ? 

Dr. Franxurin. Yes, sir; I remember having received memorandums. 
I also remember having seen them on television. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, sir. Do you know what it said in that memo- 
randum ? 

Dr. Franxurn. No; I donot. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were not at that time to your knowledge on 
er i Communist mailing list? 

r. Frankuin. Not to my knowledge. I would have to think that 
I—I cannot think so, at the time. 

Mr. Sourwine. And are you the Dr. Ralph Franklin who wrote 
a letter to the Memphis Commercial Appeal March 7, 1954, attacking 
big-business investments from time to time ? 

r. FRANKLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you write another letter to the Memphis Com- 
mercial Appeal April 4, 1954? 

Dr. Franxun. Yes, sir; I believe I wrote two letters. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were a member of the Communist Party in 
the spring of 1954? 

Dr. Franxurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you give the Communist Party $5 at that time? 

Dr. Franxutn. I don’t remember the exact amount. I could cer- 
tainly have. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were selling the National Guardian at that 
time ? 

Dr. Franxutn. I was trying to get subscriptions. 

Senator Jenner. That was one of your assignments; was it ? 

Dr. Franxkuin. Sir? 

Senator Jenner. That was one of your assignments in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Dr. Franxutn. More or less; it was urged. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you and your wife give a farewell party for 


Dr. Vincent Myers and his wife at your apartment at 826 Scott Place 
in December 1955 ? 


Dr. Franxuin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwtne. The central theme of that party was playing a rec- 
ord, The Investigator ? 

Dr. Franxkuin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Where did you get that record, Dr. Franklin ? 

Dr. Franxuin. I can’t recall that at the present time. I believe 
I sent for it through an advertiser in the National Guardian. 
ae Sourwine. The Communists were promoting that record ; were 
t ey ¢ 


Dr. Franxu1n. Through the National Guardian, I believe they were; 
yes, sir. 
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Mr. Sourwine. Now, do you remember attending a going-away 
party—? I asked you about that. 

Senator Jenner. No more? 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to state at this time that this 
particular witness has been extremely frank and forthright with the 
committee, and, inasmuch as we encounter such a wall of silence from 

ople who have been members of the Communist Party, that I would 

ike to make an extraordinary point of thanking this particular wit- 
ness for his forthright testimony. 

Senator, if more people come forward and tell their experiences 
within the Communist Party, as this witness has done today, we 
would very easily and very accurately know all about the Communist 
Party, and it would no longer hold any threat to the United States of 
America. 

Senator Jenner. May I add, Mr. Morris, that here is a typical ex- 
ample of the policy of this committee. This young doctor was brought 
into a private, secret executive session. We have much information 
that is not going to be discussed here today. But the doctor came into 
the private, secret executive session of our committee back in this 
room and made a clean breast of this whole story. 

And, Doctor, if more people would do what you have done, this 
menace of communism would not be as threatening today. I, too, as 
acting chairman of this committee, want to congratulate you for get- 
ting your feet back on the right path, and ask you to keep them there. 

Dr. Franxurn. Thank you very much. 

Senator Jenner. Thank you. You are excused. 

(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Morris. Alberta Ahearn, please. 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear that the testimony you give in this 
hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mrs. Angarn. I do. 

Senator JENNER. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF ALBERTA AHEARN 


Senator JENNER. Will you state your name for the committee? 

Mrs. Angarn. Mrs. Alberta Ahearn. 

Senator Jenner. Alberta what? 

Mrs. Angarn. Ahearn. 

Senator Jenner. And where do you reside ? 

Mrs. Angarn. In Louisville, Ky. 

Senator JENNER. What is your business or profession ? 

Mrs. Anearn. Well, I am keeping house for my daughter and a 
boarder, and I do some sewing at the present. 

Senator Jenner. All right, you may proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. All right. Where were you born? 

Mrs. Angarn. July 28. 

Mr. Morris. I am sorry. Where? 

Mrs. Aurarn. In Louisville, Ky. 

Mr. Morris. And I presume you are older than 21? 

Mrs. Anrarn. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you for a period of time work as an under- 
cover informant of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 
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Mrs. AnEarn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us, in fact, the period there. 

Mrs. Anearn. I worked as an undercover informant for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation from the latter part of 1948 to December of 
1954. 

Mr. Morris. And what was the locale of that operation ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Louisville, Ky. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you have occasion—well, how many par- 
ticular cells of the Communist Party did you get to meet during 
that time? 

Mrs. Angarn. Well, I was changed actually four times. 

Mr. Morris. So, in other words, you were in four different cells? 

Mrs. AnEARN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. What was the makeup of these cells, Mrs. Ahearn? 
Were they numerous; how many neneihe were in them # 

Mrs. Anparn. Usually 3 or 4, not over 5. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Why were they kept small ? 

Mrs. Angarn. They were kept small so that information wouldn’t 
leak out. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, it was a security measure, as I get it? 

Mrs. AnEaRN. Security measure, that is right. 

Mr. Morris. And you have the feeling that perhaps it was the rule 
that the party kept these particular units small in number? 

Mrs, Angarn. I was told they were. 

Mr. Morris. You were told they were? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes, sir; that is right. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know or did you have a feel’ng that there were 


other cells operating in Louisville apart from the ones you were a 
member of? 


Mrs. Anparn. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. But you could not identify people in other cells, as 
you told us in executive session, because you did not meet in these 
closed cells ? 

Mrs. Angarn. That is right. There is one person that meets there, 
would meet in the city group and tell things that happened in the 
various cells, the other cells in the city. 

Mr. Morris. Yes. You took part, Mrs. Ahearn, backing the Com- 
munist fronts; did you not ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. The security measures are not invoked so rigidly in 
those ? 

Mrs. Anrarn. No. 

Mr. Morris. Party security measures? 

Mrs. Angarn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Because it is a Communist-front organization, and so 
far as participation is concerned, they can say to the world, “This is 
only the American Peace Crusade,” or whatever it is supposed to be. 
Is that right? 

Mrs. Anearn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Did you operate within the framework of the Louisville 
Peace Crusade ? 

Mrs. Angarn. I was chairman of the Louisville Peace Crusade for 
several years. 

Mr. Morris. For years ? 
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Mrs. Anearn. Several years. 

Mr. Morris. Who put you in charge of that ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Braden. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Braden put you in charge 
of that ¢ 

Mrs. AHEARN. Yes, sir; they recruited me into the party. 

Mr. Morris. They what? 

Mrs. Angarn. They recruited me into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. So they recruited you into the Communist Party. 
Were they members of any of your cells? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes; they were. 

Mr. Morris. They were? 

Mrs. AnEARN. Most of them. 

Mr. Morris. Both Carl Braden and his wife ? 

Mrs. AHEARN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morrts. What is her first name ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Anne. 

Mr. Morris. Anne. Now, how many people participated with you 
in the work of the Louisville Peace Crusade? 

Mrs. AHEARN. Well, it varied. You mean Communist Party mem- 
bers, or just people in the club, 

Mr. Morris. We are talking now about the front organization rather 
than the cells. 

Mrs. AnEArN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris, You said that the Louisville Peace Crusade was a Com- 
munist project, is that right ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Right. 

Senator Jenner. It was Communist dominated; you were head of 
it? 

Mrs. AHEARN. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. Who wassecretary ? 

Mrs. AneAarN. Well, when we first began, Mr. Clifford Young was 
secretary, then later went back to his home somewhere in Illinois. 

Senator JENNER. Went back where? 

Mrs. AnEARN. To his home in Illinois. 

Senator JENNER. Was hea Communist? 

Mrs. Avvarn. I don’t know. 

Senator JENNER. Who succeeded him as secretary ? 

Mrs. Angarn, Mr. I. O. Ford. 

Senator JENNER. Was he a Communist ? 

Mrs. Annmarn. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. In other words, you, as the head of it, and Mr. 
Ford, as secretary, completely dominated the Louisville Peace Cru- 
sade? 

Mrs. AwmARN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. How many people did work on that activity, Commu- 
nist or non-Communist ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Oh, about 15 or 20 people. 

Mr. Morrts. About 15 or 20 people. I wonder if you would tell us 
generally what was the purpose of that organization ? 

Mrs, AnEARN. To promote the peace propaganda. 

Mr. Morris. How did you go about it ? 
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Mrs. Angarn. Well, we were afiiliated with the American Peace 
Crusade, and we would receive instructions from them as to what 
to do. We would discuss them in party meetings, then carry on the 
orders from there. 

Mr. Morris. Now, was the American Peace Crusade a Com- 
munist—— 

Mrs. Angearn. Well—— 

Mr. Morris. Pardon? 

Mrs. Anxzarn. I could not say. 

Mr. Morris. Well, if you will, tell us further how the organization 
operated. 

Mrs. Anearn. Well, as I said, we did various things. We promoted 
a postcard campaign during the Korean war to stop the war at the 
38th parallel, and we put out leaflets each month, something like 
Trade With Red China, or McCarthyism, and the H-bomb. 
ae Morris. What was that, “Trade With Red China”—what was 
that ? 

Mrs. Anearn. Well, it was a leaflet instructing people to trade with 
Red China, that we would get more trade that way. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, you were then in the American Peace 
Crusade, and in the framework of the Peace Crusade you were try- 
ing to promote trade with Red China? 

rs. AHEARN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What was that about McCarthyism ? 

Mrs. Anearn. Well, it has been quite a while; it was something 
about McCarthy and the big lie, something to that effect. 

Mr. Morris. What was the rationale of that particular thinking? 

Mrs. Anearn. Well, these hearings were just—they did not mean 


oe 
r. Morris. These hearings? You mean congressional hearings? 

Mrs. Angarn. Congressional hearings, yes, sir; and it was to tell 
people not to pay any attention to it. 

Mr. Morris. bid you put out much literature to that effect ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes; very much so. We mailed literature, and we 
would receive material from the American-Soviet Friendship, too. 

Mr. Morris. For what purpose? 

Mrs. Angearn. To send it out through the Peace Crusade. 

Mr. Morris. On that particular subject we were discussing ? 

Mrs. Anrearn. No; maybe not on that particular subject we were 
discussing, but we would get possession of it. 

Mr. Morris. The American Council for Soviet Friendship did send 
te. to the Peace Crusade, and you would distribute it in Louis- 
ville ? 

Mrs. Angarn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Was that very extensive material sent down? 

Mrs. AnEARN. Quite a lot of the time. 

Mr. Morris. Did it come from New York? 

Mrs. AHEARN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. That was headquarters in New York of the American 
Council for Soviet Friendship? 

Mrs. Angarn. In fact, Mr. Marshall was in Louisville at one time. 

Mr. Morris. Beg your pardon; I didn’t hear it. 

Mrs. Angarn. Mr. Leland Marshall was in Louisville at one time. 

Mr. Morris. Was Mr. Braden working? Did he work then? 
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Mrs. AnEearn. He was employed by the Courier-Journal. 

Mr. Morris. What was he doing with the Courier-Journal ? 

Mrs. Anuarn. Some sort of newspaper work; don’t know just what 
it was. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you make any effort, for instance, to join 
- labor groups, or church groups, or parent-teacher groups 4 

Mrs. AnEARN. I was asked to join them. 

Mr. Morris. Did you? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes; not a parent-teacher group, but Negro labor 
council and several church groups. : f 

Mr. Morris. Why, for instance, did the Communists ask you to join 
church groups ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Well, they thought that we could work through these 
church groups and sort of gain a sort of form of respectability 
through these church groups. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you in fact join church groups? 

Mrs. Angarn. I did. 

Mr. Morris. When you joined church groups, did you dispense 
Communist propaganda from that vantage ¢ 

Mrs. AnEARN. Well, we would try. Now, at one time there was a 
group called a militant church group. 

Mr. Morris. A militant church group ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. That is at Louisville? 

Mrs. Angarn. That is at Louisville. 

Mr. Morris. What did they do? 

Mrs. Anxarn. They promoted a lot of things pertaining to integra- 
tion, or things like that. Then there was a group called interracial 
hospital group, which was just a group that worked on trying to get 
Negroes into the city hospitals. 

Mr. Morris. Well, Mrs. Ahearn, did you, from these various van- 
tage points, give out any of that material that came from the Amer- 
ican-Soviet Friendship at New York; did you then pass that out 'to 
members of church groups? 

Mrs. AwEeaRN. Sometimes we would mail them to members of 
church groups. 

Mr. Morris. Would they be received by members of the church as 
something coming from other members of the church group? 

Mrs. Auearn. Well, no; we would just mail them out to various 

eople without a name on them; sometimes would have the Peace 
rusade, but we usually just sent them out. Sometimes sent them to 
labor groups, and just various groups that we had. 

Mr. Morris. And you were in position, though, that you were dis- 
pensing Communist propaganda as members of a church group, you 
said for the purpose of having respectability ? 

Mrs. Anrarn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. It would be more effective in carrying out the work? 

Mrs. Angarn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Did you do that? 

Mrs. Amgarn. Yes; whenever we could. 

Mr. Morris. When did you terminate your relation with the FBI? 

Mrs. AnEARN. When they had the sedition trials in Louisville, Ky. 
That is December 1954. 
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Mr. Morris. And at that time, did you testify ? 

Mrs. Angrarn. I testified. 

Mr. Morris. And, therefore, the real nature of your relation with 
the Communist Party was known to the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Anzarn. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. I notice you mentioned in the executive session that 
you joined the Farm Equipment Workers Women’s Auxiliary. 

Mrs. AnEarN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Farm Equipment Workers was a union; is that right? 

Mrs. Angarn. Yes; International Harvester Workers Union. 

Mr. Morrts. Was there a local at Louisville? 

Mrs. AnEarn. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge was that local controlled by Com- 
munists ? 

Mrs. Angarn. Well, I could not say. I would think they were, 
but could not prove it. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you are speaking technically, now; before you 
can say anybody is a member of the Communist Party or a Communist, 
you have to be able to swear they are; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Anearn. Yes; all I can say about this Farm Equipment 
Workers, Mr. and Mrs. Braden were employed by this union as public- 
ity agents. 

Mr. Morris. And what was the women’s auxiliary of that union? 

Mrs. Angarn. Well, Mrs. Braden was also in this women’s aux- 
iliary, Mrs. Sterling Neal, and we would promote various things, 
maybe petitions or something of that sort. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions at this time of this witness. 

Senator Jenner. Any further questions? 

Of course, I believe you testified that you did not know how many 
other cells might have been operating in Louisville? 

Mrs. Angarn. I thought there were 3 or 4, but couldn’t be certain. 
: lemons JENNER. Three or four more cells besides the ones you were 
in 

Mrs. Anzarn. That is right. 

Senator Jenner. But you have no way of identifying them as fellow 
Communists ? 

Mrs. AHEARN. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. There is one phase of this also I think I would like 
to ask the witness a question about. 

You said one representative from each cell would meet, I believe 
I understood you to say in the city room ? 

Mrs. Angarn. City group. 

Mr. Sourwine. Oh, were you the one who met in the city group rep- 
resenting your cell; Mrs. Ahearn ¢ 

Mrs. Anrarn. No; I was not, but Mrs. Braden was chairman of 
the overall city group. 

Senator Jenner. No further questions ? 

No further questions. You may be excused. 

Witness excused.) 

enator JENNER. Now, do you have any other witnesses to call at 
this time, because of the fact that you have had so many illnesses, 
delays, doctors’ certificates, or babies, and so forth ? 

Mr. Morris. Let me check with Mr. Barber. 





COMMUNISM IN THE MID-SOUTH 41 


Are there any more witnesses present now? Are there any other 
witnesses present in the room? Don’t identify yourselves necessarily. 

Senator Jenner. That have been in executive session? I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Morris. There is one gentleman here. Would the man who 
has been talking to Mr. Mandel for half an hour not leave? I don’t 
want to identify him, but if he will remain I would appreciate it, the 
man who has been talking to—— 

Senator JENNER. Please remain. There are no other witnesses. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator, no other witnesses here who have been 
in secret executive session. 

Senator JENNER. We will have to go in executive session in the 
morning. Therefore, I believe the open session in this room will begin 
about 11 o’clock. 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Senator Jenner. With that announcement, we will stand adjourned 
in open session until about 11 o’clock. But the executive session will 
be earlier. 

(Whereupon, at 3:02 p. m., the subcommittee was adjourned. ) 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1957 


Untrep Srates Senate, 
Suscommirrer To INvEsTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
oF THE INTERNAL Security Act AND 
Orner Internat Securrry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Memphis, T enn. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 11 a. m., in 
the Federal court room, Federal Building, Chairman James O. East- 
land presiding. 

Present: Senators Eastland and William E. Jenner. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; J. G. Sourwine, asso- 
ciate counsel ; and Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to or der. Call the first 
witness. 

Mr. Morris. Inasmuch as Senator Eastland is not in the chair at 
this time- 

Senator JeENNer. He has to make a phone call; jie will be right back. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Greenberg was scheduled to be our first wit- 
ness ; suppose we begin another witness while we are waiting. 

Senator Jenner. All right; he will be right back, he just went to 
make a phone call. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Stauverman, please, will you come forward ? 

Senator Jenner. Mr, Stauv erman, will you be sworn? Do you 
swear the testimony you give in this hearing will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. Yes, sir. 

Sentor Jenner. You may be seated. Will you give the committee 
your full name? 





TESTIMONY OF RICHARD J. STAUVERMAN 


Mr. StavuverMAN. My name is Richard J. Stauverman. 

Senator JeNNeR. Where do you reside, Mr. Stauverman / 

Mr. STAUVERMAN. 522 West Belden Avenue, Chicago, Il. 

Senator JENNER. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. SravvermaN. I ama teacher. 

Senator JENNER. Where do you teach ? 

Mr. SravuverMAN. I teach at Wright Junior College in the city of 
Chicago. 

Senator Jenner. And what subjects do you teach ? 

Mr. StavuverMaNn. Physics. 

Senator JENNER. Physics? 

43 
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Mr. STauveRMAN. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jenner. I think the record at this point should show Mr. 
Stauverman is accompanied by his counsel. 

Mr. Smirn. Would you like for me to make an appearance? 

Senator JENNER. Will you, please? 

Mr. Suiru. Mr. Stauverman is represented by Benjamin E. Smith, 
counsel, from New Orleans, La. 

Senator Jenner. Proceed, Mr. Morris, with the questioning of the 
witness. 

- Mr. Morris. Mr. Stauverman, what do you teach ? 

Mr. StavuverMAN. Sir, I have answered that. 

Mr. Morris. I know, but I want to develop it. 

Mr. Stacverman. I teach physics. 

Mr. Morris. Physics; to whom ? 

Mr. StauverMaANn. To students. 

Mr. Morris. I mean, they are college students, are they not ? 

Mr. SrauverMan. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What is the name of the college where you are teaching ? 

Mr. StavverMAN. Sir, I have answered that question before. 

Mr. Morris. I would like you to be a little more specific, Mr. Stauver- 
man, I don’t want to pursue it too long, but we would like to know 
eaeeey what is the nature of the physics you teach and to whom you 
teach. 

Mr. SrauverMAN. Wright Junior College is the name of the school. 
I teach a course of mechanics, heat and sound; one in electricity, light 
and modern physics, and one in electronics. 

Mr. Morris. Now, in addition to your teaching, Mr. Stauverman, 
do you engage in any extra teaching—I mean, are you a member of 
the physicists organizations ? 

Mr. SravuverMANn. I am a member of the professional societies, 
American Institute of Physics, the American Association of Physics 
Teachers, Institute of Radio Engineers, and that is all I can think of 
rightnow. [think that isall. 

Mr. Morxis. In connection with your membership in those distin- 
guished organizations you have just told us about, do you attend con- 
ventions, do you keep up with the work of those organizations ? 

Mr. SravuverMAN. I have not attended any of their conventions; I 
receive their publications, that is all. 

Mr. Morris. Do you remain active in the organizations? 

Mr. Strauverman. Well, no; I would say that I am not active in the 
organizations. 

Mr. Morris. Well, do you consult with or confer with other 
physicists ? 

Mr. StavuverMANn. Only with my fellow faculty members. 

Senator JENNER. Outside of your regular classroom work in the 
Wright Junior College, do you tutor students ? 

Mr. Stavuverman. No, sir; I do occasionally give individual aid 
to students who ask for it, but I receive no pay for that. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born in Birmingham, Ala., May 8, 1924? 

Mr. StauverMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you attended Georgia Tech, did you not? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You told us it is no longer called Georgia Tech, is 
that right, in executive session ? 
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Mr. Sravverman. No, it is still called Georgia Tech; the correc- 
tion was that it was not called Georgia Tech University, it is just 
Georgia Tech. 

Mr. Morris. And VPI? 

Mr. StauverMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. And Emory University ¢ 

Mr. StavverMan. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What degrees do you hold, Doctor? 

Mr. Srauverman. A bachelor of arts and master of science. 

Mr. Morris. Did you receive your degrees from Emory University ? 

Mr. SrauveRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you live in Atlanta, Ga., in the years 1948 
and 1949? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. Yes, I lived there at that time. 

Mr. Morris. Were you then close to one Homer Bates Chase, a 
Communist Party organizer in Georgia in that particular period of 
time ¢ 

Mr. Stavverman. Sir, I stand on my constitutional rights and re- 
fuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. What constitutional rights are you referring to, Mr. 
Stauverman ? 

Mr. StrauverMAN. The fifth amendment, sir. 


Mr. Morris. In other words, you do not want to be a witness against 
yourself ? 


Mr. SravverMan. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, inasmuch as this subcommittee has always 
recognized such a claim of privilege by the witness, I suggest that it 
be recognized here at this time. 

What were you doing in Atlanta during that period of time, Mr. 
Stauverman: 

Mr. SravuverMAN. That is when I was a student. 

Mr. Morris. After you left Atlanta in 1949, where did you go then? 

Mr. SravuverMaN. I left Atlanta in 1950; I moved to Chicago at 
that time. 

Mr. Morris. You moved to Chicago; now, were you a member of 
the Communist Party in Atlanta while you were there? 

Mr. SravverMaN. Sir, I stand on my constitutional rights under 
the fifth amendment ; I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when you went to Chicago, what did you do 
in Chicago, in 1950? 

Mr. SravuverMan. I got a job. 

Mr. Morris. You got a job where ? 

Mr. Sravverman. Sir, I don’t see the pertinency of that question. 

Mr. Morris. Well, were you a teacher of physics at Wright Junior 
College, 3400 North Austin, Chicago, at that time? 

Mr. SravuverMaANn. No, sir. 
Mr. Morris. Did you teach there later ? 
Mr. SrauverMAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Morris. Where did you teach in 1950, if you taught? 
Mr. StavverMAN. In 1950 I was not teaching. 
Mr. Morris. What did you do in 1950, sir? 
Mr. StavuverMaAN. I worked in a factory ; I was 
Mr. Morris. Did you have any other job in Chicago in 1950 
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Senator Jenner. I don’t think the witness had completed his an- 
swer. Hestarted to say “I was—.” Go ahead. 

Mr. Sravuverman. I was laboratory technician in a factory. 

Mr. Morris. Laboratory technician in a factory ? 

Mr. SrauvermMan. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What factory was that? 

Mr. SrauverMANn. Here again, I don’t see that this is pertinent. 
I wish you would explain the pertinency of the question. 

Senator Jenner. Well, let’s put it this way, Mr. Stauverman, at 
this particular time were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. StrauverMan. I refuse to answer that question under the pro- 
tection of the fifth amendment. 

a Eastianp. Were you doing work for the Communist 
arty ? 

Mr. Srauverman. I again refuse under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, that brings out the pertinency of my ques- 
tion; we have reason to believe that he was active in the Communist 
Party at that time, and I had in mind when I asked him the ques- 
tion what his particular job was, it was with the view toward de- 
termining whether or not there was a connection between the job and 
the membership in the Communist Party, and for that reason I asked 
him the specific nature of the job. 

Mr. SrauverMANn. Will you repeat the question, sir? 

Mr. Morrts. You told us that you were a laboratory technician in 
a factory in Chicago in the year 1950, and I asked you what factory, 
and then you challenged the pertinency. I think I have explained it. 

Mr. Srauverman. The factory was the Transparent Package Co., 
which is located in Chicago. They make sausage casings. 

Mr. Morris. They make what? 

Mr. SrauverRMAN. Sausage casings. 

Mr. Morris. Now, after that, Mr. Stauverman, what was your next 
employment? 

Mr. SrauvermMan. My next employment was instructor in electron- 
ics at DeForrest’s Training, Inc. 

Mr. Morris. At DeForrest’s—— 

Mr. StauverMAN. DeForrest’s Training, Inc. 

Mr. Morris. When did you do that ? 

Mr. StavverMan. I was there from 1951 to 1953. 

Mr. Morris. After that, did you teach in Wright Junior College? 

Mr. SrauvermMan. No; after that I came to Memphis where I taught 
for 1 year. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us about that, when did you come to Memphis? 

Mr. SrauverMAn. I came to Memphis in September 1953. I was 
employed by the home mission board of the Congregational and 
Christian Churches and taught mathematics at LeMoyne College. I 
was here approximately 1 year; I do not remember exactly when I 
left. 

Mr. Morris. You were employed by the Home Mission Board? 

Mr. SrauvermMan. The Home Mission Board of the Congregational 
and Christian Churches; that to the best of my memory is the name 
of the group that employed me. I am not certain of the title they 
give to their department, but that is what it amounted to. 

Mr. Morris. And what was the nature of your work ? 

Mr. SravuverMAN. I taught mathematics. 
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Mr. Morris. For the board? 

Mr. StauvermMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And you were also a teacher: at LeMoyne College? 

Mr. Sravverman. That is correct; that is where I taught. 

Mr. Morris. That is here in Memphis? 

Mr. STavuvERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now; from September 1953 until August 1954, did you 
a Pag varcency Party dues to the Communist Party in Memphis? 

r. SrauveRMAN. I plead the privilege of the fifth amendment and 

refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Chairman Eastianp. Well, now, you know, do you not, that there 
is a Communist underground in Memphis? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. Would you repeat the question ? 

Chairman Eastianp. Do you know whether or not there is a Com- 
munist underground in Memphis? 

Mr. SravverMAN. Sir, I plead the privilege of the fifth amendment 
on that question. 

Chairman Eastiann. Did you ever secure information for the 
Communist underground in the city of Memphis, in west Tennessee ? 

Mr. SrauverMan. I plead the fifth amendment on that question 
also. 

Chairman Eastianp. State whether or not you belonged te a Com- 
munist Party cell in Memphis while you were parading here as 
a schoolteacher. 


Mr. SrauverMANn. I refuse to answer that question on the protec- 
tion of the fifth amendment. 

Chairman Easrianp. Isn’t it correct now that your principal work 
in the city of Memphis and the principal reason for your coming was 
on a mission of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. StrauvermMan. My principal work in the city of Memphis and 
my principal reason for coming here was to teach mathematics at 
LeMoyne College. 

Chairman Easttanp. Now, you were not given any Communist 
mission when you came here? 

Mr. StravuverMAN. I take the privilege of the fifth amendment, sir, 
in refusing to answer that question. 

Chairman Eastianp. That’s right, sir. Now, who got you in Le- 
Moyne College—I think that is very significant—who got you your 
job there? 

Mr. Sravverman. Sir, I applied for a position. The application 
was directed, if I remember correctly, to the board of trustees of the 
college, and that was the manner in which I got the job. 

Chairman Eastianp. Yes; now, isn’t it true that one individual 
was responsible for your being employed by LeMoyne College? 

Mr. SravuverMAN. Sir, I will have to plead the fifth amendment on 
that. 

Chairman Eastianp. Of course. Do you know Mr. Lorenz? 


Mr. Stavverman, I am well acquainted with Mr. Lorenz, yes, sir. 
He and [ are personal friends. 


Chairman Eastianp. Personal friends. 
you your employment at the college? 


Mr. Stavverman. Well, sir, I don’t understand the pertinency of 
this question. I would like an explanation, 


Isn’t it true that he got 
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Chairman Eastuanp. Well, the pertinency of the question is that 
our information is you were here on a party mission. We are just 
trying to connect it up; that is all. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, maybe if I give here what the background 
of this particular information is, the pertinency may become clearer 
to the witness. We have reason to believe that Mr. Lorenz assisted 
you in coming to LeMoyne College and got you your job, and then 
reported back to the Memphis Communist Party that they would 
shortly—now, this is the late summer or early fall of 1953—that he, 
Lorenz, would have a new transfer in the Communist Party from 
Chicago, referring to you, and that Mr. MeGurty and Mr. Greenberg 
of the Memphis Communist Party then went to Chicago to investigate 

ou and found you were satisfactory and worthy of being in the 
Memphis Communist Party. Now, did I state the situation correctly ? 

Mr. StavuverMan. I plead the privileges of the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, after you arrived here in late summer or early 
fall of 1953, did you pay $10 in back dues to the Communist Party 
when you arrived ? 

Mr. StauverMaNn. I plead the fifth amendment on that one, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. McGurty ever tell you that, if anyone should 
ask you if you were a member of the Communist Party, you should 
deny it? 

Mr. Stavverman. I plead the privileges of the fifth amendment on 
that question, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you, among other things, sell subscriptions to the 
National Guardian? That is a Communist journal. 

Mr. StavvermaN. Sir, I take the privileges of the fifth amendment, 
in refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Were you active in the Labor Youth League from the 
period of 1951-57? 

Mr. StavuverMan. Could you please explain the pertinency of the 
question ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, I wonder if you would identify for us the 
Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Manveut. The Labor Youth League is cited as a subversive or- 
ganization by the Attorney General. 

Mr. Morris. What is it specifically, so that they wi]l understand? 

Mr. Manonet. It is a successor of the Young Communist League. 
It Sen a Communist organization operating among young 
people. 

Mr. Morris. Its purpose is to recruit young people into the Com- 
munist orbit; is it not? 

Mr. Manvet. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Now, with that description, would you answer the 
question ? 

Mr. StavvermaN. Sir, I plead the privileges of the fifth amendment 
in refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. We have reason to believe you have been active in the 
Labor Youth League from the period 1951 to 1957, mostly in Chicago; 
have you been active in the Labor Youth League in Chicago? 

Mr. StavverMAN. It seems to me that I answered that question just 
a minute ago; didn’t I? 

Mr. Morris. By claiming your privilege? 

Mr. STAUVERMAN. Yes. 
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Mr. Morris. Well, I added the Chicago element to it. 

Mr. StavuverMan. Well, I again claim the privileges of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know whether or not you were investigated by 
the Communist Party in 1954 because you reached Mr. Greenberg at 
his secret address in New York and you were, therefore, investigated 
on the grounds you violated Communist Party security ? 

Mr. SravuverMaN. Sir, I claim my constitutional privilege there; I 
refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you, Mr. Stauverman, at any time try to reach Mr, 
Greenberg in New York? 

Mr. Sravuverman. Sir, I don’t understand the pertinency of this 
question either. 

Mr. Morris. Well, this question is very pertinent, Mr. Stauverman, 
because the information that we have received bears on the conspira- 
torial nature of the Communist Party. We have reason to believe 
that Mr. Greenberg because of some high classification imposed by 
the Communist Party officials on his location in New York, that people 
of the Memphis Communist Party were not to be in touch with him 
up there for security purposes—security from the Communist Party 
point of view—and that you violated the orders of the Memphis Com- 
munist Party by being in touch with him at his New York address, 
and that, therefore, you brought upon yourself an investigation. We 
would like to know whether or not that is correct. We have reason 
to believe it did occur and we want to ask you about it. 

Mr. Sravverman. I claim my privileges under the fifth amendment 
in refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever call upon Greenberg in New York? 

Mr. StauverMAN. [ again claim my constitutional privilege. 

Senator JENNER. Ask him if he knows Mr. Greenberg. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Mr. Greenberg? 

Mr. SravuverMan. I claim my constitutional rights in refusing to 
answer that question. 

Senator Jenner. Is that the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. STaAUVERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, will you tell us whether or not you called on him 
at his home in New York after he had left Memphis? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. I again refuse to answer on the basis of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Morris. Can you recall whether or not, as a result of that epi- 
sode, you were under suspicion by the Communist Party ? 

Mr: Srauverman. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of 
my constitutional privileges. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you been active in the Northeastern Peace 
Conference in Chicago? 

Mr. StauverMAN. The what? 

Mr. Morris. The Northeastern Peace Conference in Chicago? 

Mr. StauverMan. I would like to have the pertinency ot that ques- 
tion explained, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Well, we have reason to believe that the Northeastern 
Peace Conference is a Communist organization or at least is infil- 
trated by Communists and we were wondering if you participated in 
that as a person who, at the time, was a member of the Communist 
Party, and, therefore, you are qualified to tell us whether or not there 
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are any connections between the Communist organization and the 
Northeastern Peace Conference, and you are a competent witness. We 
ask you to tell us about that. 

Mr. Sravuverman. I claim my constitutional rights, sir, in refusing 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. After you left Memphis, you went back to Chicago, 
did you not? 

r. SravverMAN. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. After you left there, what was your first teaching 
assignment in Chicago ? 

Mr. SravverMAN. Wright Junior College. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you teach there ? 

Mr. SravuvermMan. I taught there for a little bit more than 1 year. 

Mr. Morris. From when ? 

Mr. Stavverman. From September 1956, until the present. 

Mr. Morrts. Until when? 

Mr. StavvermMan. Until now. 

Mr. Morris. Are you a Communist now, Mr. Stauverman ? 

Mr. StavuverMAN. Sir, regarding my present political affiliations— 

Mr. Morris. I didn’t ask you that; 1 asked you if you are a Com- 
munist now, Mr. Stauverman. 

Mr. Sravuverman. I am answering the question, sir. At present, 
the only possible political affiliation I know of which I have, would be 
with one of the major parties of the United States. It is possible that 
under the laws of Illinois I am a member of the party in whose pri- 
mary I voted. This is a point of law with which I am not familiar, 
but I will say with that exception, with that possible exception, I am 
not a member of any party, including the Communist Party. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Mr. Stauverman, do you mean to imply by that 
answer that in your opinion membership in the Communist Party is 
merely a political association ? 

Mr. Sravverman. Sir, would you explain the pertinency of this 
question ; you might also explain the question; I don’t understand it. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were asked if you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party. You framed a reply which put membership in the 
Communist Party in the context of merely political association. I am 
asking you if that was intentionally done for the purpose of implying 
that in your opinion membership in the Communist Party is only a 
matter of political association ? 

Mr. Stavverman. I still don’t understand what you mean by polit- 
ical association. 

Mr. Sourwine. You used the words first; you know what you 
meant by them. I am using them in the context in which you orig- 
inally used them. 

Mr. SravverMAN. Sir, I claim my constitutional rights in refus- 
ing to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. You know, don’t you, that the Communist Party is 
part of a worldwide conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Stavuverman. I plead the privileges of the Constitution in re- 
fusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Stauverman, were you a Communist when you were 
served with a subpena here last week ? 

Mr. Sravverman. I refuse to answer that question under the pro- 
tection of the Constitution. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to submit that, in answer- 
ing the question as the witness does, it is part of a pattern that we find. 
We have been told that one of the officials of the Memphis Communist 
Party has instructed the people when they are subpenaed to im- 
mediately consider themselves detached from the Communist Party ; 
then when they actually come to testify, they say they are not now 
members of the Communist Party, but when you ask them whether 
they were a member of the Communist Party at the time of the 
subpena, they claim their privilege. In that way, they claim to have 
the advantage that when their appearances is reported, they are re- 
ferred to as ex-Communists or former Communists. Actually they 
are still Communists, but I think it is part of the pattern, Senator, 
and I might call your attention to it. I have no more questions. 

Mr. Sourwrne. I have two questions. Do you recall that Mr. 
Lorenz, who was your fellow teacher at LeMoyne, came under sus- 

icion of subversive activity while you and he were teaching at 

Moyne? 

Mr. StavverMAN. Sir, I do not recall that. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you, sir, secretly help students of LeMoyne to 
draw up a petition to the secretary of the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation in New York, the board that runs LeMoyne College, in behalf 
of Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. StauverMaN. Sir, if I answered that question, you might be 
able to find a witness to contradict me, and, therefore, I claim the 
privilege of the Constitution in refusing to answer. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you know that there was a student petition in 
behalf of Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. STavuveRMAN. I never saw any such petition, sir; I don’t know 
whether there was such a petition or not. 

Mr. Sourwine. You state you never saw such a petition? 

Mr. SravverMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. I am asking you, did you know there was such a 
petition ? 

Mr. StrauverMAN. I heard that such a petition was being circulated. 
However, I never saw it, and I did not know if such a petition was 
circulated. I do not know what its wording was or anything about 
its contents or any of the people who signed it or circulated it. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you tell Mr. Hollis Price, the president of Le- 
Moyne, that you had no knowledge of such a petition and didn’t have 
anything to do with it? 

Mr. SrauverMAN. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Did you, in fact, have anything to do with such a 
petition, did you have anything to do with assisting students in draw- 
ing up such a petition ? 

Mr. StravverMan. I will plead my constitutional rights in refusing 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Stauverman, did you get into contact with your 
present attorney through the intermediacy of a third person ? 

Mr. SravuverMAN. I don’t understand the pertinency of this ques- 
tion, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. I will explain it; the committee has information 
which leads it to the tentative conclusion, at least, that you have been 
a part of the Communist conspiracy. You appear here; you are from, 
at the present time, the North, Chicago; you appear here with an at- 
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torney from New Orleans. The committee is interested in knowing 
whether you were put into contact with this attorney through Com- 
munist sources. 

Mr. Sravverman. Sir, I plead the privilege of the fifth amendment 
in refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Sourwine. I have no more questions. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions. 

Senator Jenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Morris. You are excused from further testimony; is that right, 
Mr. Chairman ? 

Chairman Easrianp. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You are excused from further testimony. 

(Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, the next witness is Mr. Greenberg. 
The reason Mr. Greenberg is called, he resides in New York City and 
we believe he has been the secretary-treasurer of the Communist Party 
of Memphis. 

Senator Eastianp. Hold up your hand, please, sir. Do you swear 
the testimony you give in this hearing will be the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. GreenBera. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF ALFRED HENRY GREENBERG 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the 
shorthand reporter ? 

Mr. Greenserc. Alfred Henry Greenberg. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside, Mr. Greenberg ? 

Mr. GREENBERG. 35 West 87th Street, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or occupation ? 

Mr. GREENBERG. Before proceeding with any further testimony, sir, 
I would like to point out that I am not represented by counsel. I do 
not have advice of counsel. As I notified the committee, before leav- 
ing New York, I was subpenaed on Wednesday night, and it would 
take 2 business days to get an attorney from New York City to 
Memphis; this was insufficient time and I requested by telephone, by 
wire, and by special delivery letter a postponement. 

I am anxious to testify before this committee, in view of the allega- 
tions against me, but I do not feel I am capable to do so without 
advice. When I testified yesterday in executive session, I was told I 
was given 24 hours to get counsel. 

I telephoned New York and attempted to find out if I could get 
counsel. I again telephoned my attorney in New York and he couldn’t 
come, but on my behalf he attempted to get competent counsel in New 
York, but again the notice was too short. Again, on his advice, I con- 
tacted a number of Memphis attorneys whose names I can make 
available to you if you wish. 

I was finally able to get Mr. Walter Chandler, who accompanied 
me here to the executive session here this morning; the former mayor 
of Memphis who, as you know, testified in the executive session that 
he was unable to serve as my counsel, but that I had come to him and 
he did say I had attempted to get counsel, that he was not competent 
in these matters, that he suggested that I should have counsel of my 
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own choice who has experien“e on these constitutional questions, and 
the court questions and the court decisions on these matters. 

For that reason, sir, I respectfully request adjournment so that I 
can appear before this committee and testify with counsel of my own 
choice. 

Senator JENNER. Mr. Greenberg, as I told you in executive session, 
to have counsel before this committee is merely a privilege. 

Mr. GREENBERG. It is a privilege I wish to exercise, sir. 

Senator Jenner. It is not a right. You were subpenaed last 
Wednesday, and really you are here for the purpose of testifying in 
this particular area. 

To clear the record up, Mr. Morris, what information does this com- 
mittee have concerning Mr. Greenberg in relation to Communist con- 
spiracy in relation to this particular area, Memphis, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have information and evidence which 
indicates that, even though Mr. Greenberg is now the assistant editor 
of a women’s publication in New York City, he was very active in the 
Communist Party here in Memphis for quite a period of time. 

For instance, we have been told that he was the secretary-treasurer 
of the Communist Party of Memphis from the period of 1954 gener- 
ally. We would have to ask him exactly when that assignment began, 
and when it ended. For instance, on one occasion here in Memphis he 
boasted that he had a Communist study group in Memphis for stu- 
dents, which he had developed to the point where they were ready to 
be recruited into the Communist Party. 

On December 17, 1951, there was a meeting in Mr. Greenberg’s 
home, at which meeting Greenberg laid down the law, speaking of 
Memphis: “Memphis is one of the most important places in the South.” 
He urged the necessity of setting up Communist classes among Ne- 
groes and starting industrial cells in Memphis. 

We also have reason to believe he was the Memphis correspondent 
for the Daily Worker, certainly in the year 1952 and possibly later. 

Now, during the underground period of the Communist Party in 
Memphis, it was required that each unit of the Communist Party have 
a mimeograph machine and paper. Mr. Greenberg was the custodian 
of the paper and the machine here in Memphis. 

We also have reason to believe he was arrested in Memphis July 22, 
1950, for obtaining signatures on the Stockholm peace petition with- 
out a permit, and when Mr. Henry Clay Moss was arrested in Memphis 
in September 1953, he had in his possession a list of the electoral dis- 
tricts of the Communist Party which had been prepared by Mr. 
Greenberg. 

We had evidence that, in 1951, he had made intensive effort to keep 
particular Communists from breaking away from the Communist 
Party. One witness subpenaed was Rita Handman, who was active 
in the Communist Party under the name of Ann Bartel. She now is 
in New York. She was subpenaed but was not able to appear for 
family reasons. She was director of the southern regional committee 
of the Communist Party. She was in Memphis March 8 and 4, 1956, 
as director of the southern regional committee of the Communist 
Party and on Communist Party business. She had superintended the 
work of Mr. Greenberg while he was operating here in Memphis and 
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we were particularly anxious to ask him here in Memphis about that 
particular activity. 

Now, there is much more on this witness, but I do want to show 
the general nature of the reasons why this witness was called to Mem- 
phis, because most of the competency bears on the Memphis area. 

Mr. GreenBerc. Well, sir, I am anxious to testify —— 

Senator Jenner. Pardon me just a moment. am sure you can 
see from this résumé of information that this committee has, why you 
were needed here as a witness in the Memphis area. 

Now, you appeared this morning in executive session, which is 
the custom of this committee, and with you was a very distinguished 
attorney and public citizen of this community, Mr. Chandler, a for- 
mer Congressman and former mayor, and as I recall, Mr. Chandler 
said from what he knew there was no reason why you shouldn’t and 
couldn’t testify here this morning. 

Do you still feel in view of the information that this committee 
has already given you, about the matters on which we are going to 
question you, do you feel Mr. Chandler is not competent to represent 
you in this hearing? 

Mr. Greenserc. Mr. Chandler told me and told the committee that 
he felt he was not competent to advise me adequately. He recom- 
mended that the committee allow me to have counsel of my choice in 
New York City to advise me. 

I do not feel this is an unwarranted request. As far as testifying 
to these matters in Memphis, I can testify as accurately in any place 
in this country as I can lieoe today, but I do not have counsel to rep- 
resent me and I am unable to testify at this time. I am very anxious 
to do so in view of the allegations—— 

Senator Jenner. We have witnesses in this area who could cor- 
roborate or deny your testimony, and that is why it is easier and 
more convenient to everybody concerned to take testimony here. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, since I handled this matter before you ar- 
rived, since this witness takes this attitude, I do again want to state 
for the benefit of future hearings that the privilege of having an at- 
torney is only a privilege extended by this committee and certainly 
isnotaright. This gentleman has been subpenaed since last Wednes- 
day and you can easily tell that the work in the United States Senate 
would be stopped by continuous delays of this type. 

However, in view of what has been said, and in view of the fact 
that Mr. Chandler, as I recall, said in the executive session, from 
what he knew there was no reason why he couldn’t or shouldn’t testi- 
fy, but if the witness feels as he stated, Mr. Chairman, it is my recom- 
mendation in this particular case that this witness be given a further 
extension of time and that he be heard at some future hearing. 

Chairman Eastianp. That will be granted. 

Mr. Greenserc. May I be notified ? 

Senator Jenner. You will certainly be notified, and in the mean- 
time, you give the name of the attorney whom you contacted and we 
will notify your attorney when we want you here, and that will not 
require the serving of another subpena. 

Mr. Greenserc. I notified Mr. Sourwine. 

Senator Jenner. Put it in the record. 

Mr. Greenserc. Should I tell him now? 

Senator Jenner. Yes. 
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Mr. Greenserc. Robert Z. Lewis, of New York City. 

Senator Jenner. Lewis? 

Mr. Greenserc. Lewis. 

Senator Jenner. What address? 

Mr. Greensere. I believe it is 11 East 51st, I am not certain. 

Senator Jenner. Is he with a firm or an individual lawyer? 

Mr. GREENBERG. He is in the telephone book as I am, and have been 
since living in New York City. 

Chairman Eastianp. Mr. Greenberg, you are not released from the 
subpena, you understand ? 

r. GREENBERG. No, I am under subpena, but you will notify me of 
the time ? 

Chairman Eastianp. We will give you additional time and you will 
be notified. 

Mr. Sourwrne. It will be of some value to have an understanding 
that notice will be given to Mr. Lewis if we are unable to get in touch 
with him. 

Senator Jenner. That is the understanding, isn’t it? We will 
notify your attorney of the time. 

Mr. GREENBERG. Yes. 

( Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Morris. The next witness is Mr. Lorenz. 

Senator JENNER. Will you be sworn? Do you swear the testimony 
ou give in this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
ut the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Yes, sir. 

Senator JENNER. Your attorney is Benjamin E. Smith? 


TESTIMONY OF PHILLIP J. LORENZ, JR. 


Senator JENNER. Give your name. 

Mr. Lorenz. Phillip J. Lorenz, Jr. 

Mr. Morris. And where do you reside, Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. Lorenz. Fayette, lowa. 

Mr. Morris. Fayette, Iowa? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Iam a teacher. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you teach ? 

Mr. Lorenz. At Upper Iowa University. 

Mr. Morris. I didn’t hear that. 

Mr. Lorenz. Upper Iowa University. 

Mr. Morris. Upper Iowa University ; where is that? 

Mr. Lorenz. T oo is in Fayette, Iowa. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. Lorenz. Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. Morris. On April 15, 1924? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us of your educational 
background. 

Mr. Lorenz. I received my bachelor of science degree from Ogle- 
thorpe University in 1949, and my master of science degree from 
Vanderbilt University in 1952. 

Mr. Morris. What university was that ? 
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Mr. Lorenz... Vanderbilt. 

Mr. Morris. Vanderbilt; I am sorry. What degrees do you have? 

Mr. Lorenz. I have a bachelor of scienec and master of science 
degree. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended any other college? 

Mr. Lorenz. Yes, I took some courses at Northwestern University. 

Mr. Morris. When was that ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That was in 1949, 1950, I think; I am not quite cer- 
tain. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what do you teach at Upper Iowa University, 
Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. Lorenz. I teach physics. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us specifically what physics 
you teach at Upper Iowa University ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I teach general physics; I teach a science survey 
course known as man of the physical world; I teach an intermediate 
course known as electricity and magnetism. I teach mechanical ther- 
modynamics and heat, introduction to modern physics, and light, and 
I wouldn’t necessarily be teaching all of those courses in one semester. 

Mr. Morris. Are you a member of any professional organization ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I am a member of the Southeastern Chapter of the 
American Physics Society and the Iowa Electrical Science. 

Mr. Morris. Are you active in those organizations ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, I would be classified by the rules and regula- 
tions as an active member. 

Mr. Morris. Where else have you taught, Mr. Lorenz; I mean, 
would you begin with your present job and just go back ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I taught at Kentucky Wesleyan College prior to my 
present post. 

Mr. Morris. That is in Owensboro, Ky. ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you teach there ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Two years. 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to Upper Iowa College ? 

Mr. Lorenz. In August or September 1956. 

Mr. Morris. For 2 years prior, therefore, you went probably in 
August, 1954, to Kentucky Wesleyan ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Where did you teach before you went to Kentucky 
Wesleyan ? 

Mr. Lorenz. At LeMoyne College. 

Mr. Morris. That is here in Memphis ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. When did you teach at LeMoyne? 

Mr. Lorenz. From the fall of 1952 through the summer of 1954. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what did you do prior to your coming here to 
LeMoyne to teach in the fall of 1952? 

Mr. Lorenz. I was a student at Vanderbilt University. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any other employment other than your 
teaching employment which you told us about, Mr. Lorenz? 

Mr. Lorenz. Yes, I worked in the Transparent Package Co. in 
Chicago, Il. 

Mr. Morris. At the same time that Mr. Stauverman worked there? 

Mr. Lorenz. Part of the time. 
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Mr. Morris. And were you and he both teachers together at Le- 
Moyne College? ; 

Mr. Lorenz. For a period of 9 months, yes. 

6 Mr. Morris. Did you help Mr. Stauverman get his job at LeMoyne 
ollege ? 

are Visisiie: What is the pertinency of the question, sir? 

Mr. Morris. Well, the evidence indicates to us that both you and 
he were members of the Communist Party. We want to find out, 
among other things, whether one Communist Party member helps 
another Communist Party member to get a job and for what purpose. 

Mr. Lorenz. Would you repeat the question again for me, please? 

Mr. Morris. I wonder, Mr. Reporter, if you will assist me and read 
the question back ? 

(Question read.) 

Mr. Lorenz. My answer to the question would be as follows: Mr. 
Stauverman is a very close friend of mine and he visited my house 
in the late summer of 1953, I believe, sir, and at that time LeMoyne 
College did not have a mathematics instructor and certain officials in 
the school when they saw that here was an available man, suggested 
that he consider applying for the job. I would say definitely, sir, 
that I was not a major instrument in his obtaining that employment. 

Mr. Morris. Maybe a minor instrument; is that your explanation ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, insofar as he was visiting at my house, his physi- 
cal proximity was certainly due to my invitation. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us this; did you report, after it appeared as if 
he was coming to LeMoyne University, did you report back to the 
Memphis Communist Party—this is now in September 1953—that 
you would shortly have a new transfer to the party from Chicago? 

Mr. Lorenz. I stand on my constitutional privilege in refusing to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. And to your knowledge, did Mr. McGurty and Mr. 
Greenberg, who preceded you in the witness chair, thereupon go to 
Chicago to investigate Mr. Stauverman ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Once again I claim my constitutional privilege. 

Mr. Morris. And did you hear that they reported back to the 
Memphis Communist Party that Stauverman was O. K.? 

Mr. Lorenz. I will not witness against myself on this. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you have been the State literature chairman of 
the Georgia State Communist Party, have you not? 

Mr. Lorenz. I will not witness against myself on this. 

Chairman Easrianp. That is the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, I am paraphrasing the fifth amendment. 

Chairman Eastianp. That is all right. 

Mr. Morris. You have been a member of the Communist Party of 
Atlanta, have you not? 

Mr. Lorenz. I will not witness against myself on that. 

Mr. Morris. From the period 1953 to 1954—and this is the period 
we are most interested in, as far as you as a potential witness are con- 
cerned—were you chairman of the Communist Party of Memphis, 
specifically called the Communist Party Club in Memphis? 

Mr. Lorenz. I won’t witness against myself on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you ever been a member of the executive 
committee of the Memphis Daeanit: Party ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I won’t witness against myself on that. 
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Chairman Easrnanp. You think you would be testifying against 
yourself if you answered that question; is that what you say ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is my understanding of it. 

Chairman Eastianp. All right. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have clandestine meetings—and I use the 
word clandestine in the sense that you were being very careful in not 
nramieny to be known—with Lawrence McGurty at night baseball 

ames ¢ 
r Mr. Lorenz. I am a lover of sports, sir, but I plead my constitu- 
tional privilege on that. 

Mr. Morris. Are there night baseball games here in Memphis? 

Mr. Lorenz. I imagine there are, sir; there are in most cities. 

Mr. Morris. Do you attend any of these night baseball games— 
this is generally now, I am not asking you whom you were with on 
that occasion. 

Mr. Lorenz. I don’t really recall, sir. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t recall whether you went to any night ball- 
games in Memphis? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, if I did, it would have certainly been a rare 
occasion. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever go to a night baseball game with Law- 
rence McGurty or meet him at a night baseball game ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, on that I claim my constitutional privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Lorenz, your wife is also a teacher, is she not 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Where does she teach ? 

Mr. Lorenz. At the West Union Elementary School in Iowa. 

Mr. Morris. Where is that ? 

Mr. Lorenz. In Iowa, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, to your knowledge is she a member of the C m- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Lorenz. I will claim my constitutional privilege on that, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you remember being told by Lawrence Mc- 
Gurty on one oceasion to deny Communist Party meinbership if any- 
one asked you about it ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I will claim my constitutional privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Lorenz, I would like to show you a paper 
entitled, “Pointers on Work in the South” which purports to be an 
instruction to members of the Communist Party as to how they should 
conduct themselves under certain circumstances, with a view toward 
preserving the security of the Communist Party. I showed that to 
you in executive session; I am going to ask you if you have ever seen 
that before in any other form. 

Mr. Sourwtne. May the record show that this :s the same paper 
that was read into the record yesterday by Mr. Mandel ? 

Senator Jenner. It will be so shown. 

Mr. Lorenz. Sir, in regard to the question, I fear that I will have 
to rely on my constitutional privileges. 

Mr. Morris. The question was, have you ever seen it before; the 
other queen is, Did you ever circulate it in any form, in whole or 
In part? 

Mr. Lorenz. My answer would be the same, sir. 

Senator Jenner. You mean, if you gave a truthful answer to that 
question it might'tend to incriminate you? 
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Mr. Lorenz. Of course, you understand that I saw that paper in 
the courtroom yesterday and also in the executive session. 

Senator Jenner. But I think the question was “circulated.” Did 
you ever circulate it? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, I claim the privilege of the fifth amendment 
there; I won’t witness against myself and—— 

Senator Jenner. All right. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Jenner. Any further questions? 

Mr. Sourwine. Just a few, if I may. Mr. Lorenz, were you aware 
while you were teaching in LeMoyne that a petition in your behalf 
was sent to New York signed by various students? 

Mr. Lorenz. I knew, sir, that such a petition was prepared and 
that signatures were secured on that petition, and I seem to remember 
that it was sent to the board, but I can’t be absolutely sure on that 
last point. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever discuss with Mr. Hollis Price, the 
president of LeMoyne, the question of whether you had any knowledge 
about the preparation of that petition? 

Mr. Lorenz. I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you tell him you had nothing to do with it and 
had no knowledge of the petition ? 

Mr. Lorenz. T don’t recall, but I will say this, the petition did not 
come from me and neither did I encourage getting up the petition. 

Mr. Sourwine. You have stated you knew the petition was pre- 
pared; how did you know that? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, as I recall some of the students must have men- 
tioned it to me. 

Mr. SOURWING. Did you ever discuss that petition with Mr. Stauv- 
erman ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I simply don’t remember it, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Lorenz, did you get in contact with your pres- 
ent counsel through the intermediacy of a third person ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who was that person ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Mr. Stauverman recommended counsel to me. 

Mr. Sourwine. You then had contact with Mr. Stauverman before 
you came to Memphis, after you had been subpenaed; is that right? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did he call you or did you call him ? 

Mr. Lorenz. What is the pertinency of the question ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Well, you have testified with regard to the fact 
that Mr. Stauverman made recommendations. I am simply expand- 
ing the question. I want to understand the circumstances surrounding 
this matter. We want to learn whether you asked Mr. Stauverman 
for his recommendation or whether Mr. Stauverman called and he 
recommended counsel ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Could you be a little more specific, sir; I still don’t 
understand the pertinency of the question. 

Mr. Sourwine. When was it after you were subpenaed that Mr. 
Stauverman got in touch with you, or with him ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, I can’t see what this has to do with the legis- 
lative purposes of this committee. 
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Mr. Sourwine. This committee is investigating Communist ac- 
tivity, and Communist activity involves conspiracy. The circum- 
stances of the appearance of yourself and Mr. Stauverman with the 
same counsel, a counsel from a different part of the country from 
that in which either of you lives, and a different part of the country 
from which the hearing is being held, is a circumstance that strongly 
indicates that there was some concert with respect to the employment 
of counsel. The committee attempted to learn from Mr. Stauverman 
whether there was any Communist activity involved. Mr. Stauver- 
man took the fifth amendment on that question. The committee wants 
to know what you know about the matter, and since you and Mr. 
Stauverman have both been engaged, according to the information 
and testimony which is in the committee’s possession, in Communist 
activity, the committee is endeavoring to find out whether you acted 
in concert or separately in making up your minds how you were 
going to deport yourselves when you came before the committee. Now, 
that is the background of the pertinency of the question I am asking 
you. Now, I will ask you this specific question. You testified you 
did get in contact or were in contact with Mr. Stauverman after you 
had been served with the subpena; you testified here. Now, I will 
ask you when was that and who initiated the contact? 

Mr. Lorenz. I plead the privileges of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, inasmuch as this witness has testi- 
fied that he was in contact with Mr. Stauverman, and has then pro- 
ceeded to challenge the pertinency of the question and has now had 
the pertinency explained to him, I believe he has waived his privilege 
of the fifth amendment. The fifth-amendment privilege is not a 
device to be used by a witness when he does not wish to testify; and, 
since the witness has already stated he was in contact with Mr. Stau- 
verman, it would appear that the details of that contact, at least inso- 
far as when it took place, could not in any way incriminate the wit- 
ness, and I ask that the witness be ordered to answer the question. 

Senator Jenner. Yes: Mr. Lorenz, the Chair so rules, and I now 
ask that you be ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Lorenz. Will you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes; after you had been subpenaed to appear in this 
hearing, when did you get in contact or come into contact with Mr. 
Stauverman and who initiated that contact? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, I would say it happened in this way, Mr. Sour- 
wine. Shortly after I received the subpena, I telephoned Mr. Stauver- 
man and, since I knew of no attorneys in my area who have skill or 
background in these procedures, I asked him if he could help me 
secure an attorney; and it was at that time, of course, that I discovered 
that Mr. Stauverman had also been subpenaed by the committee, and 
apparently he had already made some attempt to secure counsel, and 
I asked him to allow me to, if possible, also use the man he selected. 

Mr. Sourwine. Thank you, sir; now, I will ask you, do you feel 
there is anything in that testimony that you have just given that is 
likely to incriminate you in any way ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Well, sir, frankly, I still don’t understand the perti- 
nency of the question. Now, of course, you understand that there is 
always the danger of an innocent question leading to other questions 
that might be incriminating, and that was my honest opinion of the 
matter. 
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Mr. Sourwine. I have no more questions. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Lorenz, T believe you stated in executive ses- 
sion you know Daniel West ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Where did you first meet him ? 

Mr. Lorenz. As I recall, sir, I first met Mr. West when he came to 
Oglethorpe University as a teacher; I was a student at the time. 

Senator Jenner. Mr. Daniel West was a teacher in Oglethorpe 
University ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct. 

Senator Jenner. Now, did you know him at that time or since as 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lorenz. I will not witness against myself on that, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lorenz. At the present time I am not a member of any political 
organization. 

Senator Jenner. I am not asking you about political organizations. 

Mr. Lorenz. Including 

Senator Jenner. I am ) asking you about the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lorenz. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Senator Jenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
when you received the subpena to be here ? 

Mr. Lorenz. No, sir; 1 was not. 

Senator Jenner. When did you disassociate yourself from the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Lorenz. On that, I plead the privilege of the Constitution. 

Senator Jenner. The fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Lorenz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party a month 
ago! 

Mr. Lorenz. To all questions of that nature, Mr. Morris, I will have 
to plead the fifth aineniditient. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party 2 weeks 
ago; this is October 29; 2 weeks ago would be October 15? 

“Mr. Lorenz. I am try ing to remember the date when I received the 
subpena. Could you help me out? 

Mr. Scurorper. Last Wednesday. 

Mr. Morris. Last Wednesday you were subpenaed? 

Mr. Lorenz. What was the date? 

Mr. Morris. That would be the 23d. 

Mr. Lorenz. Sir, l cannot answer your question then. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, when I asked’ you if you were a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party on October 15, you refused to answer 
claiming your privilege ? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Did you hear you were to be subpenaed before you 
actually received the subpena ¢ 

Mr. Lorenz. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morris. Did you hear you were to be subpenaed ? 

Mr. Lorenz. No, sir; I had no idea. 

Mr. Morris. Until you actually received the subpena? 

Mr. Lorenz. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I have no further questions: 

Senator JENNER. No further questions.. You will be excused. 
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(Witness excused. ) 

Senator JENNER. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Suiru. Are both of these witnesses now released from the sub- 
pena / 

Senator Jenner. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Smiru. Are both of these witnesses now released from the sub- 

ena ¢ é 
' Senator Jenner. Yes, sir; they are excused and released from the 
subpena. 

Mr. Smiru. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Jenner. Thank you for your cooperation. Mr. McGurty, 
will you be sworn. Do you swear the testimony you give in this hear- 
ing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? 

Mr. McGurry. I do. 

Senator JenNER. You may be seated. Will you give the committee 
your full name? 


TESTIMONY OF LAWRENCE E. McGURTY 


Mr. McGurry. My name is Lawrence Edward McGurty. 

Senator Jenner. Where do you reside, Mr. MeGurty ? 

Mr. McGurry. 3658 Townes Avenue, Memphis, Tenn. 

Senator Jenner. And what is your business or profession ? 

Mr. McGurry. Until this morning I was a shipping clerk at Rich- 
ards Manufacturing Co. 

Senator JenNER. Here in Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. McGurry. Memphis, Tenn. 

Senator Jenner. All right; proceed with the questioning, Mr. 
Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. McGurty, you have been active in the Commu- 
nist Party here in Memphis for some years now, have you not? 

Mr. McGurry. Yes, sir; that is true. 

Mr. Morris. And you have made it clear to us in executive session 
you would be willing to tell us all about your participation in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. McGurry. I think I made it clear in the executive session that 
I would talk about my activities in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Yes, sir; we appreciate that. Now, Senator Jenner, we 
were told yesterday by Dr. Franklin who appeared to us as being a 
rather forthright witness that, after Franklin left the Communist 
Party, that Mr. MeGurty, in spite of the fact that he had been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party for many years, also left the Communist 
Party. 

We have reason to believe that in March 1957, you asked the Daily 
Worker people to stop sending the Daily Worker to your home, in 
about March 1957? 

Mr. McGurry. No, I don’t believe I had any connection with the 
Daily Worker. 

Mr. Morris. You no longer receive it, do you? 

Mr. McGurry. The subscription expired. 

Mr. Morris. You didn’t renew it; is that right ? 

Mr. McGurry. I didn’t renew it; no. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, the personal estimate of myself as counsel, 
and I think other staff members here, is that tliis man may be in an 
area that we should take consideration of. I think there is reason to 
believe that be has recently left the Communist Party, within the 
last, let us say, 6 months, or maybe it is a longer period, but let me see. 
You have been a Communist until recently ? 

Mr. McGurry. I would say it was a lot longer than the period you 
mentioned. 

Mr. Morris. Until when? 

Mr. McGurry. I believe, and I would like to say this, that you men- 
tioned that I have been a Communist for a long number of years. I 
would say that I had no actual connection for great periods of time 
with Communist activity, because I would be isolated from it. In 
other words, when I would be working on a boat, or when I would be 
working in a small area. 

Mr. Morris. When did you join the party? 

Senator JENNER. Yes, that is the way; when did you join? 

Mr. McGurry. Well, I told you in executive session that, as far as I 
could recall, it was either late 1946 or the early part of 1947. 

Mr. Morris. All right; now, as late as November 1956, you were 
distributing the Daily Worker, weren’t you, November 1956? 

Mr. McGurry. No, I don’t believe that is correct. 

Mr. Morris. You paid Communist Party dues in November 1956, 
didn’t you? 

Mr. McGurry. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. When did you last pay Communist Party dues? 

Mr. McGurry. I can’t remember the exact date, but it seems to me 
it is almost 2 years ago. 

Mr. Morris. Almost 2 years ago? 

Mr. McGurry. Yes, I think it is. 

Mr. Morris. Are you sure you didn’t pay Communist Party dues in 
the fall of 1956? 

Mr. McGurry. I am not sure of it, but it seems to me it is a longer 
period of time than what you think. 

Mr. Morris. Well, there are other things, Senator, which indicate 
to me that the witness did have some tapering off activity, at least it 
seems to be tapering off activity in about the fall of 1956. I don’t care 
to argue with Mr. McGurty 

Mr. McGurry. I don’t want to argue. 

Mr. Morrts. Because the time element is not important here, but I 
think, Senator, since the man has recently left the Communist Party, 
and generally if someone is in that intermediate state of leaving the 
Communist Party, emotionally, he is not in an emotional state to be a 
good witness, I suggest we defer the examination until some further 
time. 

Senator Jenner. It has been the experience of this committee, and 
we have had other cases just like yours, and that is another reason why 
we have executive sessions; we have found that people like you who 
have been members of the Communist Party, in your case since 1946, 
have a period of what we call twilight in breaking away. 

Mr. McGurry. May I interrupt you, Senator? 

Senator JENNER. Yes. 
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Mr. McoGurry. I would like to tell you as I did in the executive ses- 
sion that I have no knowledge of any conspiracy in the Communist 
Party. I have no knowledge of any illegal activities in the sense, 
when I say illegal activities, any of the known—the regular facts that 
people say about Communists, as bombing or anything like that. I 
have never seen anything like that in all the period I was in it. 

Senator Jenner. In other words, you just paid dues and carried out 
chores and assignments ? 

Mr. McGurry. No; I was voluntarily connected with the Commu- 
nist Party ; nobody forced me into it. 

Senator Jenner. That is what I say, but you paid dues; you were a 
member of the Communist Party # 

Mr. McGurry. I believed in it. 

Mr. Morris You went to the New York State leadership school ¢ 

Mr. McGurry. I did not go to any school while I was in the party. 

Mr. Morris. Did you go to leadership school ¢ 

Mr. McGurry. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever have any training ¢ 

Mr. McGurry. I had no training except books I have read, or dis- 
cussions I would have, and at the - present time you say I am in the 
twilight; I don’t think so. 

Se nator JEnNreR. Are you still a Communist ? 

Mr. McGurry. No, Senator; I told you 

Senator Jenner. All right; that is the point I am trying to make. 
We have had witnesses like you before. Now, we want to help you, we 
want you to help us. 

Mr. McGourry. Senator, I would like to say this; ever since I had 
my own mind, I tried to think for myself and the only reason I dis- 
connected myself with the Communist Party was because I was forced 
to in order to make a living for my family. 

Senator JENNER. Economic reasons / 

Mr. McGurry. Economically, yes, sir; I couldn’t get a job, I 
couldn’t hold a job. 

Senator Jenner. As a Communist? 

Mr. McGurry. Senator, while I was a Communist Party member, 
people knew my views; people knew how I stood on issues, but, of 
course, [ didn’t go around with a label saying, “I am a Communist,” 
but they knew where I stood on issues, and just in June I talked to two 
FBI agents. 

I said: “If you know of any act that I have committed that is 
against my country,” I said, “you should get an indictment and put 
me before the jury, because,” I said, “my past is ¢ lear as far as [ am 
concerned.” I know you don’t believe it, but that is the w ay I feel 
about it. 

Senator Jenner. Well, this much we do know about you from your 
own testimony, that you are now no longer associated with the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. McGurry. That is right. 

Senator Jenner. And I think in view of that circumstance, this 
committee should defer any further questioning of this witness. 

Mr. MoGurry. You mean this has to go on for years and years? It 
was 6 years to the day that I was up here before. 

Senator Jenner. That would be up to us to decide. Since you are 
now disassociated from the Communist Party, you may see fit down 
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the road somewhere, as other Communists have, to come in and. help 
this committee. 

Mr. McGurry. Senator, they do it because they want to be inform- 
ers; I could never do that. I feel as Senator Eastland said 

Senator Jenner. We are awfully glad that you are not now asso- 
ciated with the Communist Party. 

Mr. McGurry. I am not. 

Senator Jenner. And that you are not now carrying on activity in 
the Memphis area, and for that reason I think that this hearmg in 
connection with this witness should be recessed, and we do hope you 
finally make clear your transition and see our side and realize that 
this thing with which you were working was a conspiracy. It has 
been so defined by many people in our country 

Mr. McGurry. Senator, people define— 

Senator JENNER. Just a moment, please; as a conspiracy that is out 
to overthrow and destroy this country. 

Mr. McGurry. I deny that. 

Senator Jenner. And we want to congratulate you on breaking 
from the party, and I think at this time the committee will stand at 
recess. We are to come back in open session at 2 o’clock. All witnesses 
under subpena will be here at 1:30. We go back in open session at 
2 o’clock. 

(Witness excused.) 

(Whereupon, at 12:15 p. m., the subcommittee was adjourned.) 








AFTERNOON SESSION 


The subcommittee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 2 p. m., in the 
Federal courtroom, Federal Building, Chairman James O. Eastland 
presiding. 

Present: Senators Eastland and William E. Jenner. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief council; J. G. Sourwine, asso- 
ciate counsel; Benjamin Mandel, research director; and Frank W. 
Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Chairman Easrianp. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Reece, will you be sworn, please ? 

Chairman Eastianp. Will you hold up your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are “about to give is the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Reece. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL REECE 


Mr. Morris. Give your full name and address to the reporter. 
Mr. Reece. Samuel Reece is the name. 

Mr. Morris. Is that spelled R-e-e-c-e ? 

Mr. Reece. Yes, sir; Samuel Reece. 

Mr. Morris. And where do you reside ? 

Mr. Reece. I did not get you. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you live? 

Mr. Reece. 2750 Wilson Avenue, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Mr. Morris. In Knoxville? 

Mr. Rerce. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born on September 21, 1894, at Blaine, Tex. ? 
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Mr. Reece. You will have to ask that question again. 

Mr. Morris. Pardon ? 

Mr. Reece. Would you mind asking that question clearer ? 

Mr. Morris. You won’t tell us whether or not you were born at 
Blaine, Tex., the 21st day of September in the year 1894? 

Mr. Reece. I won’t answer on constitutional rights. 

Senator Jenner. I can’t hear the witness. 

Will you take your hand away from your mouth ? 

Mr. Reece. I just had my teeth pulled, sir. 

Mr. Morris. He says he had his teeth pulled and it is difficult to 
talk out. 

Senator Jenner. Speak into the mike; maybe that will help. Pull 
the mike up, please. Now, what was your answer, sir? 

Did you get the answer, Miss Reporter ? 

Mr. Morris. He says he refused to answer, invoking his con- 
stitutional right. 

What constitutional right, Mr. Reece ? 

Mr. Reece. Constitution, fifth amendment, of the United States. 

Senator Jenner. Fifth amendment? 

Mr. Morris. It seems fantastic, Senator, that his acknowledging 
that he was born at Blaine, Tex., on September 21, 1894, could pos- 
sibly be any link in any chain of circumstances that would lead to 
conviction for a crime. 

Chairman Eastianp. I am ordering and directing him to answer 
that. 

Mr. Reece. I can’t hear you. 

Chairman Eastianp. I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Reece. I did not get the question, sir. 

Chairman Eastianp. Repeat it. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer that question on the fifth amend- 
ment, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born in Blaine, Tex. ? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I ask he be directed to answer both questions. 

Chairman Eastianp. He is ordered and directed, on penalty of 
contempt, to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Are you going to answer the question, Mr. Reece? 

Mr. Rerce. I decline to answer the question, sir. 

Senator Jenner. For what reason? 

Mr. Reece. I don’t understand you. 

Senator Jenner. Why do you decline to answer the question? 

Mr. Reece, You have got where I was born there, haven’t you? 
Senator JENNER. I say why do you decline to answer that ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. Reece. I stand on my constitutional rights, yes, sir. 

Senator JenNER. What constitutional right ? 

Mr. Reece. Fifth amendment. 

Senator Jenner. Fifth amendment of the Constitution ? 

Mr. Reece. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you joined the Communist Party, did you not, 
through a man named Kenneth McDonnell ? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer that as previously stated, sir. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, in 1942 you worked for the Government, the 
WPA, did you not? 

Mr. Rerce. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. You refuse to answer on what grounds, Mr. Reece? 

Mr. Reece. Constitutional right, fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Fifth amendment. Now, you also worked in a re- 
stricted area, shortly after 1942, after you worked on WPA, you also 

ot a job in a restricted area at Oak Ridge, at the atomic energy Oak 

Ridee institution, did you not, Mr. Reece? 

Mr. Resce. I decline to answer the question. 

Chairman Eastianp. Now, weren’t you there as a spy? Did you 
work at Oak Ridge as a spy ? 

Mr. Resce. I decline to answer, sir. 

Chairman EastLanp. On what grounds? 

Mr. Reece. Fifth amendment. 

Chairman Eastianp. Why, any decent man would be glad to answer 
the question whether he was a Communist spy or not. 

Mr. Morris. Well, in 1956—in 1956 did you know a woman named 
Helen Parsons, a Communist Party Member named Helen Parsons? 

Mr. Reece. I did not understand you. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a woman named Helen Parsons? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question as has been previously 
stated. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a woman named Maud Russell? She is 
a woman who lectures and poses as an expert on the Far East. She 


has been identified to us as a member of the Communist Party. Do 
you know Maud Russell ? 


Mr. Reece. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Morris. During the past year, didn’t Maud Russell take Helen 
Parsons to your home? 

Mr. Rerce. I decline to answer the question, sir, on the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Morris. Now, in the early 1950’s, weren’t you dismissed from 
Oak Ridge as a security risk? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer, sir, as previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been chairman of the local division of the 
Communist Party with the headquarters at Mascot, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question. 


Mr. Morris. Now, while you worked at Oak Ridge, were you a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 


Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have access to any classified material at Oak 
Ridge? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question, sir, on the grounds it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Morris. Did you pass out any classified material you may have 


had access to to any person you knew to be a member of the Communist 
Party? 


Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the questions, sir. 


Senator Jenner. For the same reason, fifth amendment ? 
Mr. Reece. Yes. sir. 


Mr. Morris. What has been your education, Mr. Reece ? 
Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question on the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, in view of the responses, I am getting to the 
first questions—— 

Are you a Communist right now, Mr. Reece 

Mr. Resce. Repeat it. 

Mr. Morris. Pardon ? 

Mr. Rexce. I did not get the question, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a Communist ? 

Mr. Reece. I decline to answer the question on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Are there other questions? In view of the witness’ 
stated responses, I think it would be purposeless to go on. 

Senator Jenner. No questions. 

Mr. Morrts. Stand aside. 

Mr. Reece. Does that mean that I can go home now ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes: you may go. 

( Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Standfield. 

I would like the record to show, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Stand- 
field, the witness now coming forward to testify, declined to testify 
in executive session, an opportunity we give to witnesses to insure their 
protection in case we have the wrong, mistaken identity, or in the 
event that person may have been a member of the Communist Party 
and has broken away and wants to cooperate with the committee. 
Mr. Standfield was asked the question, and he declined to testify 
thereafter. 

Chairman Easrianp. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are 
about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Stanprievp. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RUELL STANDFIELD 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the re- 
porter, Mr. Standfield ? 

Mr. Stanprietp. My full name is Ruell Standfield. 

Mr. Morris. And where do you reside ? 

Mr. STanpFIELD. 21 Mercer Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. Were you born on September 19, 1906, in Dubois, Il. ? 

Mr. Sranprievp. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Morris, And where do you work now, Mr. Standfield ? 

Mr. Sranprtexp. I tell you, that is kind of a funny question to ask. 


If you would have asked me where I worked up until I was called 
here, I might not have 


Mr. Morris. Up until when? 
Mr. Sranprievp. Up until I was called here, now, because I might 


not have no job now. So if I told you where I was working now, might 
be telling a lie. 


Mr. Morris. Where were you working, then ? 


Mr. Sranprievp. I was working at the American Advertising De- 
partment. 


Mr. Morris. Where? 

Mr. Sranprieip. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Morris. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Stanprietp. Shipping clerk, assistant shipping clerk. 
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Mr. Morris. All right. Now, you were in Memphis in 1943, were 
you not? 

Mr. Sranprievp. On that, what has happened this morning, as 
being here with no representative, no legal advice, I am bound to 
take } precautions to protect myself. This morning a man was denied 
his constitutional right because he had answered the question before. 
Now, if you would state the time there—you said 1944? 

Mr. Morris. Well, we have been informed that you were in Mem- 
phis in 1944, worked for the E. L. Bruce Lumber Co. Now, is that 
information accurate ¢ 

Mr. Sranpriep. I believe it is. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you a member of the Communist Party 
while you were in Memphis in 1948 ¢ 

Mr. SranprievD. I reserve the rights, as an American citizen, of 
the ist, 5th, and 10th amendments of the United States Constitution, 
not to answer the question. However, if I should answer it, I would 
say this, that whoever, or if anybody has inferred to you that I was, 
they are misquoting the truth, their father is dead, and their mother 
was never married. 

Mr. Morris. You mean—well, are you denying you are a Com- 
munist ? 

Mr. SranpFrevp. I said I took the ist, 5th, and 10th amendments, 
and refuse to answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Well, the committee will 

Chairman Eastuanp. Mr. Standfield, the chair is going to recog- 
nize and do what it can to protect your rights. You can’t take the 
fifth amendment, and turn around and partially answer a question. 
When you do, you waive the right to take the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sranpriewp. I 

Chairman Eastianp, Now, wait just a minute, sir. 

Mr. STanpFIELD. Yes, sir. 

Chairman Easrianp. I know that you are not a lawyer, and I can 
tell you don’t realize the trap that you got yourself in. Now, I am 
warning you, and that is what the law is. Now, I am not going to 
make you answer the question. You have waived the right to take 
the fifth amendment on that question. 

But, counsel, he did not know—it was ignorance. I am going to 
ask him again. But, now, if you waive it again, then we are going all 
the way. é 

Mr. SvanprieLp. May I—— 

Chairman Eastitanp. And make you answer the question. 

Mr. SraNnprievD. May I get a clarification on that, sir? 

Chairman Easrianp, Yes, sir. 

Mr. SranprievD. If you ask me a question, and I take the fifth 
amendment, you are going to force me to answer the question ? 

Chairman Easruanp. W ell, you turn right around and waive your 
right to take the fifth amendment, because in substance you answer 
the question. You can’t say, “I take the fifth amendment, but if I 
answer it, somebody is lying.” You have waived it when you do that. 
Now, I realize that you did not know what the law was. Now, Iam not 
going to require you to answer it, because I don’t think you knew it, 
but I want you to realize that when you answer like that, now, we are 
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going to insist on your answering hereafter, since you know what the 
law is. 

Mr. Sranprievp. All right. 

Chairman Eastianp. We want to be just as fair and protect your 
rights, and I think it is part of my duty as chairman to protect your 
rights and advise you what your rights are. 

“Mr. STaNpFIELD. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Standfield, are you the person who invited 
Lawrence E. McGurty to his first Communist meeting ? 

Mr. Sranprrevp. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. McGurty has told someone—I won’t identify 
the person he has told—that you were in fact the person who took 
him to his first Communist Party meeting. Was that a truthful 
statement ? 

Mr. Sranprrexp. I reserve my rights under the ist, 5th, and 10th 
amendments. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you know a man named Joe Stern of Cin- 
cinnati ? 

Mr. Stranprterp. I am afraid if I don’t take the fifth amendment 
on that, I will be like the gentleman here this morning who lost his 
right to take it further on, so I will be forced to take it. 

“Mr. Morris. Now, have you set up a new group—have you and Joe 
Stern together, jointly, set up a new nonparty group at Cinc innati, 
Ohio, the purpose of which group is to enable members to keep in 
touch with the Communist Party, but at the same time truthfully state 
that they are not technically members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sranprtexp. I will take the fifth amendment on that. But if 
Thad 

Mr. Morris. Could I break that down for you? Could I break it 
down? Maybe you can answer some part of it and not others. I 
have asked you if you know Joe Stern, and you refused to answer. 
Have you organized a group of any kind in Cincinnati ? 

Mr. Sranprrevp. There is no group in Cincinnati that I know of. 

Mr. Morris. Have you organized a group of people ? 

Mr. Sranprtevp. I will take the fifth amendment on that, sir. I 
haven’t got time—— 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you a Communist Party organizer in Texas 
in 1940 under the alias of George Bradley ? 

Mr. Stanprtexp. I take the same 5th—lIst, 5th, and 10th. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever used a name other than Ruell Stand- 
field ¢ 

Mr. Stanprrevp. First and fifth. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been a Communist Party organizer 
in Texas ? 

Mr. Stanprtevp. First and fifth. 

Mr. Morris. In 1946 and 1947, were you regularly attending Com- 
munist Party meetings at the Union Hall in Charleston, S. C.? 

Mr. Sranvrtexp. I will have to take the fifth amendment, sir, there 
on that, as well as any other. 

Mr. Morris. In 1940, were you president of the Food, Tobacco, and 
Agricultural Workers Association at Charleston ? 

r. STanpFIELD. I believe the records will show that, sir. 

Mr. Morrts. That is a fact, you were the president ? 
Mr. Stanvrtexp. That is right. 
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Mr. Morris. Is your wife living with you at Cincinnati, Mr. Stand- 
field ¢ 

Mr. Stanprievp. I am divorced ; I am separated. 

Mr. Morris. You are separated. In 1945, when you were president 
of the Food, Tobacco, and Agricultural Workers Association, were 
youa Communist d 

Mr. SranpFievp. I was not—I will take the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Monrars. Do you know where your former wife, Rebecca Stand- 
field, the wife from whom you are separated, now resides ? 

Mr. Sranprtexp. I can truthfully say I don’t know. 

Mr. Morris. You were divorced on August 2, 1951? 

Mr. Stanvrievp. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Morais. Sir, I have no more questions of this particular witness. 

Are youa Communist now, Mr. Standfield ? 

Mr. Sranprtep. I will have to take the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Morrts. In 1935, you were sentenced to 5 years in San Quentin, 
were you not ? 

Mr. Sranprievp. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. And the charge there that you had, you were reck- 
lessly in possession of an explosive ? 

Mr. Sranprrevp. That is the charge. 

Mr. Morris. Were you, in fact, recklessly in possession of explosives ? 

Mr. Sranprietp. When the United States Senate investigated the 

case, the Governor of Ohio—the Governor of Illinois gave me an 
unconditional pardon, which I have in my pocket. 

Mr. Morris. Unconditional pardon. Did you know Al Greenberg? 

Mr. Sranprietp. Where would he be from? I know so many 
people. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Well, Senator, I asked him about Al Greenberg. 
I was trying to ask you questions only to follow the evidence we have 
on hand. Our evidence indicates Rebecca Standfield, his divorced 
wife, was associated with Al Greenberg here in the Communist 
activities. 

Now, I am asking if you knew Al Greenberg, the Al Greenberg who 
was a Communist here in Memphis? 

Mr. Sranpriexp. IJ don’t believe I do. 

Mr. Morris. We have no reason to believe you know him, but for 
the record. 

Mr. Sranprietp. Well, it is 14 years since I was here. 

Chairman Eastianp. Let him answer. 

Mr. Sranpriexp. I say, it is 14 years since I was here, and I had a 
membership here of about 3,500 members, and several other persons 
in other unions, and the name just does not linger with me now. If I 
would see him, I might—or I could. Fairly, I don’t think I do. 

Chairman Eastianp. I think he is telling the truth. 

Mr. Morrts. Did you contribute an article to the National Guardian, 
July 29, 1957, page 2—that is just very recently, July of this year— 
did you " contribute an article to the National Guardian, which is a 
pro-Communist magazine ? 

Mr. Sranprietp. I would have to say I wrote an article for them 
and released it to the newspapers. I don’t know how many printed 
them. 

Mr. Morris. Did you send it to the National Guardian? 
Mr. Sranprtexp. I sent it out to all the newspapers I had. 
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Mr. Morris. I see. 
Mr. STanprieLp. Well, that I know of, local and national. 

Mr. Morris. What was the letter about ? 

Mr. Sranprretp. Going to heaven. 

Mr. Morris. Were you urging everyone to go to heaven ? 

Mr. STANDFIELD. I think they ought to. 

Mr. Morris. We don’t have the article. Do you, Mr. Mandel? I 
suggest we get the article and put it in the record. Unless Mr. Sour- 
wine wants to ask you 

Mr. Sourwine. Just want to ask you, are you the same Ruell Stand- 
field who was employed by E. L. Bruce Lumber Co. in Memphis at 
one time? 

Mr. Stanprievp. That is correct. 

Mr. Sourwine. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Morris. Stand aside. 

Mr. Stanprietp. May I ask a question? I have come down here 
and I have lost time and expense coming down here. While you did— 
you paid my plane fare down here and as far as my stay, and I think 
there was some left over, however, they did not give it to me to pay 
the bus fare, the airport bus from the hangar. 

Mr. Morris. Well, Mr. Barber here—Mr. Barber will take good 
care of you. 

Mr. Stanprieip. Thank you. 

(Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Ludwig. 

Senator Jenner. Do you swear the testimony you give in this hear- 
ing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Lupwie. I do. 

Senator JENNER. You may be seated. 








TESTIMONY OF THOMAS D. LUDWIG 


Senator JENNER. Give the committee your full name. 
Mr. Lupwic. My full name, Mr. Chairman, is Thomas D. Ludwig. 
Senator JENNER. Where do you live, Mr. Ludwig? 

Mr. Lupwic. 2227 Whittle Springs Road, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Senator Jenner. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Lupwic. I am administrative assistant, United Mine Workers. 

Senator JENNER. United Mine 

Mr. Lupwic. Welfare and pension fund. 

Senator JENNER. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. Ludwig? 

Mr. Lupwie. I was born at Clarksville, or outside of Clarksville, 
Ark., Johnson County, on April 8, 1919. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Ludwig, what other employment have you had? 
You are now a field worker of the United Mine Workers welfare and 
retirement fund, are you not ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I think the title is more like I said it before, but at the 
same time, I think what you said would be correct. 

Mr. Morris. It is United Mine Workers Welfare and Retirement 
Fund ? 

Mr. Lupwie. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been there? 











COMMUNISM IN THE MID-SOUTH 73 


Mr. Lupwie. I have been there a little over 2 years. 

Mr. Morris. What did you do prior to the time you went with the 
United Mine Workers Welfare and Retirement Fund ? 

Mr. Lupwie. Is that identification, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morris. No; we asked you that in the executive session. The 
reason is, we have information that you have been a member of the 
Communist Party, and I would like to find out and trace what Com- 
munist Party members here in the South have been doing, and we are 
interested to find out what fields in the South have been penetrated. 
In fact, according to the evidence, and you may deny it if you want 
to—well, you may have held various positions. Now, I am asking 
you what positions you have had before you went with the United 
Mine Workers welfare and retirement. 

Mr. Lupwie. I would necessarily—I would decline on grounds that 
my answer might tend to incriminate me, a privilege which I might 
claim, and which I do claim, of the fifth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Chairman Eastianp. You frankly believe if you answer the ques- 
tion, that would incriminate you, is that right—that you would be 
testifying against yourself? 

Mr. Lupwie. Well 

Mr. Morrts. Where were you born ? 

Chairman Eastianp. Let him answer. 

Mr. Lupwia. It is more like—— 

Mr. Morris. I am sorry; excuse me. 

Mr. Lupwie. It would tend to, I would say it would tend to incrim- 
inate me. 

Mr. Morris. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lupwie. Might tend to incriminate me, I think is the way I 
expressed it. 

Mr. Morris. You want to claim a general privilege under the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Lupwia. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morrts. You were born April 8, 1919, at Clarksville, Ark., 
were you not? 

Mr. Lupwie. Outside Clarksville. 

Mr. Morris. And you attended the University of California at 
Berkeley ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Did you obtain a degree there? 

Mr. Lupwie. Yes, sir, I did. 

Mr. Morrts. Did you do any postgraduate work? 

Mr. Lupwic. No. Istarted to do postgraduate work, and I dropped 
out just in time for you to drop out. But up to—I was in the Army. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Mr. Lupwia. And so that is the reason why I did not. I started 
to and did not. 

Mr. Morris. And you got out of the Army in 1946? 

Mr. Lupwie. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And entered the Army in 1942? 

Mr. Lupwie. That is correct. 


Mr. Morris. So you had almost 4 years service with the United 
States Army? 
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Mr. Lupwic. No. Well, it would—no, it was early—it was late 
1942 and early 1946. 

Mr. Morris. Be between 3 and 4 years? 

Mr. Lupwie. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. All right. Were you employed by the Farmers Union 
at Greenville, Tenn., in 1946? 

Mr. Lupwie. Well, again, now, that is like the question I asked 
you a while ago, if it pertained to the inquiry. 

Mr. Morris. It is pertinent to the inquiry, because we want to find 
cut whether, among other things, a Communist Party member was 
able to hold employment in the Farmers Union. 

Mr. Lupwie. I would decline, Mr. Counsel, to answer the question 
on the ground 

Mr. Morris. You would not even tell us whether you were em- 
ployed by the Farmers Union at Greenville, Tenn., in early 1946? 

Mr. Lupwic. Weil, for purposes of identification—explanation, 
so you will know, so that I will say again the reason 

Mr. Morris. You say you were the person ? 

Mr. Lupwie. But for identification, that is the purposes I answered 
certain questions relative tomy employment. But so far as pertinen- 
cy, 1 would have to say I decline on grounds my answer may incrimi- 
nate me, and I claim privilege on that. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist at the time when you were 
working for Farmers Union in Greenville, Tenn., in the year 1946? 

Mr. Lupwie. I refuse to answer the question, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. All right. 

Chairman EastLanp. What grounds? 

Mr. Morris. All right, for w hat purpose do you refuse to answer? 

Mr. Lupwic. I did not—for what purpose do I refuse to answer? 

Mr. Morris. Under what claim of privilege? Is it the privilege 
of the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Lupwie. I claim privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. So it may be understood between us, if you claim a 
privilege, unless you say so, you will be claiming it under the fifth 
amendment; is that clear ? 

Mr. Lupwie. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And if any other claim of privilege other than the fifth 
amendment, will you indicate then upon what you rely ? 

Mr. Lupwie. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Were you in June 1950, district supervisor of the 
Farmers Mutual Insurance Co. at Greensville, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. All right. In 1942, were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party in Alameda County, Calif. 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. In March of 1946, was your Communist Party mem- 
bership transferred from California to Tennessee. 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on grounds that the question might 
tend to incriminate me—claim priv ilege. 

Mr. Morris. In 1946, did you have Communist Party registration 
card No. 93997 ? 

Mr. Lupwice. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 
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Mr. Morris. Did you have a transfer card dated March 28, 1946— 
specifically, No. 15241—from Alameda County, Oakland, Calif., to 
Highland Park School in Tennessee ¢ 

Mr. Lupwia. I plead the same answer; I decline to answer on 
grounds of privilege. 

Mr. Morris. Did I have the name right? Is it Highland Park 
School, or is that Highlander Folk School? Can you tell us about 
that from your own per rsonal know ledge which is accurate ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Now, on May 11, 1946, did you attend a Communist 
Party meeting at ¢ ‘hattanooga ? 

Mr. Lupwic. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you open that meeting with the statement, “Now 
is the time to start a membership drive in the South ¢” 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend later in 1946 the Southern Conference 
on Human Welfare at Monteagle, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Well, you protested, did you not, to Judge Medina 
the fact that he was ’ presiding at the trial of Communist defendants 
in August 1949? 

Mr. Lupwic. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Do you remember contributing $60 to the defense of 
some local Communist Party schoolteachers ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Did you once give Lawrence McGurty a part-time 
selling job for Farmers Mutual Life Insurance Co. at a time when 
Mr. McGurty was unemployed ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated, that my answer might incriminate me. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a woman named Helen Parsons? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. x} to your knowledge is Helen Parsons a Communist ? 

Mr. Lupwtie. I decline to answer on the grounds that my answer 
might tucriminate me, or tend to. 

Mr. Morris. If I would state that Helen Parsons has stated that 
you were a dedicated Communist, would that be an accurate state- 
ment ? 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Morrts. Are you, in fact, a dedicated Communist? 

Mr. Lupwia. I decline to answer, on grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Morrts. Senator Jenner would like to know if you are a Com- 
munist. 

Mr. Lupwie. I decline to answer on grounds that the question 
might—, my answer might incriminate me. 

Mr. Morrts. The Daily Worker as of March 15, 1951, lists you as a 
sponsor of the American Peace Crusade. You were, in fact. a snon- 
sor of the American Peace Crusade ? 

Mr. Lupwia. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Morrts. Mr. Mandel, I think we have an exhibit, a Daily 
Worker statement to that effect. I don’t know whether it is accurate 
or not, but certainly you can deny it if you like. 
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Mr. Mandel, have you got it at this time? 

Mr. Manpet. In the Daily Worker, March 15, 1951, page 5, under 
item 160 among notable sponsors of the peace group in Tennessee, the 
name of Tom Ludwi ig is listed. 

Mr. Morris. All right, I have no more questions. 

Chairman Easrianp. I have no more questions. 

Mr. Sourwine. I just want to ask one question. 

Are you the same Thomas Ludwig who was one of the members of 
the National Committee To Defend the Rights of the Twelve Com- 
munist Leaders in 1949? 

Mr. Lupwic. The same Thomas Ludwig 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. According to the Daily Worker, September 
8, 1950, page 8, under column 3, a Thomas Ludwig was one of the 
members of the National Committee to Defend the Rights of the 
Twelve Communist Leaders. I am asking you if you are that Thomas 
Ludwig. 

Mr. Lupwie. I respectfully decline to answer that question, because 
my answer might tend to incriminate me, and I claim the privilege 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Sourwine. No other questions. 

Senator JennER. Stand aside. 

(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Morris. Olga Zenchuk. 

Senator, we have considered very carefully the calling of this next 
witness, who has asked that she not testify. I had a session with 
her this morning, and she gave me the name of a lawyer, and I called 
him about her and asked him then if he could be of any assistance to 
Mrs. Zenchuk. I made the telephone facilities of the committee avail- 
able so he could talk to Mrs. Zenchuk. And you know, in view of the 
evidence that she has been active in Communist work, we pleaded 
with her to testify, and she gave no answer but said she would plead 
the fifth amendment. And, ‘considering it well and long, we did feel 
the committee had no alternative but to call her, in view of our evi- 
dence that she has been in 

Chairman Eastianp. Will you hold up your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 

Mrs. Zencuvuk. I do. 

Mr. Chairman, with your permission I formulated a statement this 
morning. May I file it with the committee and read it to them’ 

Senator Easritanp. No, ma’am, we just can’t do that. 


TESTIMONY OF OLGA ZENCHUK 


Mr. Morris. Mrs. Zenchuk, where were you born ? 

Mrs. Zencuvux. I was born in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

Mr. Morris. When did you enter the United States? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. In 1938; no, 1929. 

Mr. Morris. Well, you were naturalized in 1939, then ? 

Mrs. ZENCHUK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Did you not marry a man named Michael Dalawrak in 
1929? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Morris. And divorced him in 1941? 

Mrs. ZencHuK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party in De- 
troit in the period 1941 to 1949? 

Mrs. ZencuuK. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you been employed in the United Packing- 
house Workers of America ? 

Mrs. Zencuvuk. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

- Mr. Morris. In 1948, did you attend the Michigan State Commu- 

nist Party convention ? 

Mrs. Zencuvuxk. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Zenchuk, have you organized strikes at various 
packinghouse plants / 

Mrs. Zencuvuk. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been financial secretary of local 59 at De- 
troit of the United Auto Workers ¢ 

Mrs. Zencuuk. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the Ford and Dearborn 
sections of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Zencnuk. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever taught a Communist Party leadership 
school ? 

Mrs. ZENcuHUK. Mr. Chairman, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. What do you do now, Mrs. Zenchuk ? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. I am a secretary of William I. Rosamond in Co- 
Jumbus, Miss. 

Mr. Morris. And do you reside in Mississippi ? 

Mrs. ZENcHURK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Do you keep up your association with United Packing- 
house Workers Union ? 

Mrs. Zencuuxk. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer the question. 
J plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any association with Carl Winter on 
May 24, 1952? 

Mrs. Zencuvuk. I plead the fifth amendment, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Morris. Pardon? 

Mrs. ZencnuKk. I plead the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, I wonder if you will identify Carl Winter 
for the record. 

Mr. Manvex. Carl Winter is a long-time Communist Party or- 
ganizer, convicted under the Smith Act. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no further questions. Mr. Sour- 
wine—— 

Mr. Sourwine. Where did you say you live now? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. I am a secretary in Columbus, Miss. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where do you live? 

Mrs. Zencnuk. 923 North 10th Street. 

Mr. Sourwrine. Are you living there under your own name, under 
the name Olga Zenchuk ? 

Mrs. Zencuux. No; I go by my husband’s name. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Dalawrak‘? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. That is right. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you formerly live in room 3, Sidell’s Motel, 
Highway 45 West, Columbus, Miss. ? 
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Mrs. Zencuvk. I plead the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Sourwine. Did you live there under the name Olga Dalawrak? 
Mrs. Zencuuk. I plead the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Sourwine. Were you living alone there ? 
Mrs. ZencuuK. Sir? 
Mr. Sourwine. Are you living alone now ? 
Mrs. Zencuuk. I plead the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Sourwine. Before moving to Columbus, Miss., did you live in 
Knoxville? ° 

Mrs. ZencuuK. Yes, I did, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. In apartment 7,923 North 10th Street ? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. I believe you have that all wrong. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever live at 923 North 10th Street in Knox- 
ville, Tenn. ? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. At what address did you live in Knoxville, Tenn. ? 

Mrs. ZencnuK. At 2000 Natchez Street. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you live there alone ? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. I decline to answer that, sir, on grounds it may 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know who lived in apartment 7, 923 North 
10th Street, Knoxville, while you were in Knoxville? 

Mrs. ZencHukK. No, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. You donot? 

Mrs. ZencuvuxK. Do not. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you ever visit that address while you were in 
Knoxville? 

Mrs. ZencHuK. Repeat the address, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. 923 North 10th Street, Knoxville. 

Mrs. ZencuuK. Sir, that 923 North 10th Street is Columbus, Miss., 
and not Knoxville. 

Mr. Sourwine. All right, you lived at 923 North 10th Street in 
Columbus, Miss. ? 

Mrs. ZENcHUK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sourwine. When ? 

Mrs. Zencuvuk. [I still live there. 

Mr. Sourwrine. You still live there. You did not live there at one 
time, and then move away from there, and then move back ? 

Mrs. Zencuuk. I visited my mother for a month, and then went 
back there again. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you ever live at apartment 7, 923 North 10th 
Street, Columbus, Miss., with a man not your husband ? 

Mrs. Zencnuuk. I decline to answer that on grounds it may incrim- 
inate me. 

Senator Jenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. ZencuvuK. No, I am not, sir. 

Senator Jenner. When did you break your affiliation with the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Zencuux. It was in about August of 1949, August or Sep- 
tember, I am not quite sure. 

Mr. Morris. 1949? 

Mrs. ZencuuKk. That is right. 
Mr. Morris. Were you visited by Carl Winter in 1952? 
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Mrs. Zencuuk. Sir, I decline to answer that question on grounds 
that it may incriminate me. 

Senator JennER. Now, if you are not a member of the Communist 
Party, couldn’t you tell this committee, give us some information 
about this Communist activity ? 

Mrs. ZeNcHUK. Sir, I plead the fifth amendment. 

Senator Jenner. I wish you would think that over. You can help 
us on this. People like you can help this country if you will do it; 
if you will do it. 

Mrs. Zencnux. Mr. Chairman 

Senator Jenner. I have no further questions, Mrs. Zenchuk. 

Mrs. Zencuuxk. Mr. Chairman, may I again ask permission to read 
this statement at this time ? 

Chairman Eastianp. You can file it with the committee, but we 
have a rule on that, ma’am. 

Let her file it with the committee if she wants to. 

Who is the next witness. 

Mrs. Zencnux. Thank you. 

( Witness excused.) 

Mr. Morris. Senator, Mr. Simon Kasset was supposed to be here 
to testify, 540 North Prest Road in Chattanooga, Tenn. The marshal, 
however, tells us he called Mr. Kasset and read the subpena to him 
and made an appointment to meet him in order to give him a formal 
copy of the subpena, after which he failed to show, and is now said 
to be out of town, and the marshal reports he still can’t locate him. 

Senator, I would like to submit the possibility that in view of the 
fact that Mr. Kasset has had his subpena read to him on the phone, 
according to the marshal, and then Mr. Kasset agreed to meet with 
the marshal, whether there be an actual service of the subpena, inas- 
much as all the notice apparently has already been given to the wit- 
ness, it might be taken under consideration by the committee whether 
or not Simon Kasset of Chattanooga, Tenn., is in fact in contempt 
of this committee. 

The next witness is Grace Lorch. Grace Lorch, please. Will 
Grace Lorch please come forward ? 

Senator Jenner. Will you be sworn to testify, Mrs. Lorch? 

Do you swear the testimony you give in this hearing will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Lorcn. I do. 


Senator JENNER. You may be seated, Mrs. Lorch. 
TESTIMONY OF GRACE LORCH 


Senator Jenner. Will you give the committee your full name? 

Mrs. Lorcu. My name is Mrs. Grace Lorch. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside, Mrs. Lorch ? 

Mrs. Lorcu. And my home is at Little Rock. I was served a sub- 
pena on Saturday, October 26——— 

Senator JENNER. Just a minute, Mrs. Lorch. 

Mrs. Lorcu. At 2 o’clock. 

Senator JENNER. We have to keep order; we have to keep order, 
Mrs. Lorch. 

Chairman Eastianp. Let me tell the photographer, you can’t stand 
between the committee and the witness. 
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Are the photographers bothering you, Mrs. Lorch ¢ 

Mrs. Lorcu. No. 

Chairman EastLanp. We will have them removed if they are. We 
have to proceed in an orderly fashion. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us, please, where you live? 

Mrs. Lorcu. I am here under protest, and have been deprived 
against my will of my constitutional right to counsel. That is my 
answer. 

Senator JENNER. We are going to have order, please. 

Mrs. Lorcu. I am here under protest, and have been deprived 
against my will of my constitutional right to counsel. 

Senator Jenner. Mrs. Lorch, you are an educated woman. Your 
husband is supposed to be a college —— Now, we are coming 
down here and trying to do a job or our country. Maybe we are 
doing it backwards. But, please, won’t you cooperate and be enough 
of a lady just to answer the questions ? 

Where do you live, Mrs. Lorch? What is your address? 

Mrs. Lorcw. I am here under protest and have been deprived 
against my will of my constitutional rights. 

Senator Jenner. I will ask it again. 

Mrs. Lorcu. I am here under protest and have been deprived 
against my will of my constitutional rights. 

Senator Jenner. Mrs. Lorch, I will show you why you are here. 

You are a troublemaker, aren’t you? You came in here yesterday 
just as a Communist functionary to attract attention and attract 
the press of this Nation, saying this committee was down here to in- 
vestigate you because you had protected some colored girl over at 
Little Rock, Ark., in the recent integration affair over there. Now, 
1 am going to tell you, Mrs. Lorch, you may have a speech, and I don’t 
know who wrote it, but we are not down here to question you in any 
way about Little Rock, Ark. This committee at this time is not in- 
terested in integration in any sense of the word. But we are inter- 
ested in protecting this country against the Communist conspiracy 
that is out to overthrow and destroy this country. Now, we are not 
concerned with what you have done at Little Rock, Ark. But we are 
trying to make you a witness at this time. You would not even avail 
yourself of an executive session to protect yourself. You wanted to 
create a scene, and you have accomplished your purpose. And the 
press has been very helpful with you. But here is what we want to 
talk to you about. We want to ask you about if you were married 
to Lee Lorch in 1943. Were you? 

Mrs. Lorcu. I am here under protest 

Senator JENNER. Well, wait just a minute. 

Mrs. Lorcu (continuing). And have been deprived against my will 
of my constitutional , 

Senator Jenner. Wait just a moment, Mrs. Lorch. We want to 
know if you were a member of the Communist Party in Boston. 

Mrs. Lorcu. I am here under protest, and have been deprived 
against my will of my constitutional right to counsel. I am here—— 

Chairman Eastianp. Your statement you are reading there, would 
you like to file it for the record ? . 


Senator Jenner. You are trying to hide the fact you are a Com- 
munist. 
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Chairman Eastianp. And then, so there won’t be any question 
about it; are you a Communist ? 

Mrs. Lorcu. We all know well what Mr. Eastland means by com- 
munism. He means—we can all describe it as you would. 

Chairman Eastianp. I have read of red herrings—your kind—all 
my life. And that is all the questions. We thank you. 

Senator JenNnER. I am going to read into this record at this time, 
the purpose or reason why this committee wanted to question Mrs. 
Lorch. We have information showing she was identified at Boston as 
a member of the Communist Party several years ago, that she attended 
the Massachusetts State convention of the party February 1943. She 
was invited to attend the national convention of the CPUSA in 1945. 
That in 1945 she was a member of the New England district of the 
Communist Party. In 1953 she wrote a letter to a Nashville news- 

aper attacking the persecution of the Rosenbergs, the atomic spies. 
We have information that she had connection with Junius Scales, the 
southern regional director of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Lorcu. Would you repeat the name? 

Senator JENNER. Junius, Teukas Scales, while her husband was 
attending Fisk University. We have other things here, Mr. Chair- 
man. I wanted to show that this woman came here to try to disrupt 
this hearing. She came to try to drag a red herring about this hear- 
ing, invoking Little Rock 

rs. Lorcu. I came here because I was subpenaed. 
Senator Jenner (continuing). While we are investigating commu- 
nism. 

Mrs. Lorcu. I came here because I was subpenaed. 

Senator Jenner. I suggest this woman should be excused, if she is 
not going to cooperate, if she is going to act against her country, I 
think she should be excused and cited for contempt for not answering 
questions. 


(Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Morris. Chairman Eastland and Senator Jenner, our recom- 
mendation—— 

Senator Jenner. Let’s have order. 

Mr. Morris. Our recommendation will be deferred as to what dis- 
a the committee will make of the witnesses who were subpenaed 

ere and did not appear for various reasons, and also to reach con- 

clusions on it between the two Senators who have heard testimony, 
and who will now repair to executive session. 

(Whereupon, at 2:50 p. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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